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TO THE 


READER. 


| Courteous Reader, i 
| - J Thought when it was told me that ty only boſom-fricnd 


amongſt the Miniſters, that excellent Divine Mr.$te- 
phen Charnock (0 uaxeeims) lay a dying, that [ 
| heard a Voice from Heaven which whiſpered to him, Go 
up and Die, but ſpake aloud to us, Do the Prophets live 
| for ever 2 It awakened me to review a Sermon which I had 
| preached at the requeſt of ſome godly friends in Leiceſter- 
| | ſhire upoz a Text given by their Father the day before his 
Death, and to repeat it to ſome very few of Mr.Charnocks 
Hearers. My intent in publiſhing of it is not ſo much to gra- 
= tifie them both, as to endeavour ſome ſmall benefit to the 
ſouls of ſome weaker Chriſtians as well as theirs, before I go 
hence and be no more. May not a little milk be handed ty 
F me to new born babes, but one or another muſt think ſtrange 
| of it ® What if they ſhould I leave it to others to ſeed 
| = men wit!) ſtronger meat. T bis prevails with 12, 
Mr. Charnock is dead, I'm a dying. Some other realons [ 
have acquainted hin with who knows my thoughts afar off. 
Here's nothing of-an Elogium oz my Country friend (that 1 
delivered formerly to his Relations ) little concerning Mr. 

—_ Charnock. 1 ſhould have ſaid, at leaſt attempted, much p; | 

: | | ; iQores P. l. 

more ; but I heard a Narrative of his Life will be draws by y.,n ico. 

an able hand. All my kill could not have done it to the [:fe. lurtamq. faci- 

If this Sermon beyond my intention ſhould fall into the hands m rard nif 

of any Miniſters, beſides ſome few my acquaint ance and Ju- 2 Lg 

wiors, who may challenge it from me, I ſhall a:ld only this. |,c 1;5.5.6.10, 


A 3 follow» 


To the Reader. 


following charaFer taken out of ſeveral of the Fathers Wri- 
tings, more applicable (T dare avouch it) to Mr. Charnock 
than thoſe to whom they affixed it. I cite not the places, they 


are known to Scholars. 
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I pray they may be delivered into this expreſſed form as 
theſe lines were into their Types and commend them and 
the following Diſcourſe to the bleſſing of our good God, and 


2/ 
Thine in our Lord, 


John Fobnſon.” 


» © OR III ATLTLa;: 
der into Engliſh the Character in the Epittle 
to the Reader, though far ſhort of the copi- 
ouſnels and elegancy of the Greek Language. 
i.e, He was asto manners and comportm<cnt venerable 
and grave, like an aged perſon from his youth : Then 
well train'd up and learned in all the wiſdom couched 
under exotick and foreign languages : In his skill in both 
the Originals of Sacred Writ, the wiſdom taught by the 
holy languages, was he in{tructed, and fo augmented and 
grew ripe (as 1n years) even to perfection ; and became 
not only the lively repreſentation, but the original it 
ſelf of humanity, love and kindneſs towards the ſons of 
men; Keeping no conſort but only grace and vertue. He 
was the Rational houſe of God, Chriſts ſpiritual baild- 
ing, the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, framed, made up of 
Orthodox Dodtrines and good works. A perſon really 
transformed into the very Image of God himſclf. Always 
ſerving the on!y true and living God, as becomes fuch a 
God. All the work wherein he employed and exerciſed 
himſelf with diligence, skill and conſtancy, was love to 
God and ſouls. His life he examined and ſquared until it 
was in every thing exact according to the rule of the 
Word. His Gravity not affected in the leaſt ; his very (i- 
lence was more efficacious many times than his own, very 
often than the ſpeech of others. But all his Miniſterial 
ſervice always ſuch as brought down fire from Heaven 
upon the ſpiritual Sacrifices. He being a fountain of Di- 
vine Truth, a Jarger beam of great light, which always 
carries much warmth and heat as well as light along with 
it. He was the very mouth by which the Lord Chriſt 
ſpake, and a genuine Interpreter of the Holy Ghoſt of his 
mind in the words, of his meaning in the Dodtrines of 
the Goſpel. That Golden Urn (in the Ark of God) that 


preſerved Divine Manna, and was fill'd to the brim with 
Cale- 


X1eltial food tO NOUTNIN LOnls 1N Ip1rItual, Unto eterna liites 
his heart ever-flowing, and over-flowing love, and grace 
abundantly poured round his lips. The DoGtrines he ſet 
forth before his Hearers for food and phylick, were moſt 
Divine, whom he never directed into any way of truth 
wherein he had not walked before them. Chriſts moſt 
frui:ful Vine over-ſpread the walls_of his Auditory, 
well hung with lovely cluſters,and flouriſhing with plea- 
ſant fruit of all the ſalutiferous Dodrines of the Goſpel, 
whence Miniſters, others carried home baskets full to re- 
joice the hearts of new-born babes which they were to 

. bring up for Chriſt. Herein lay his Eminency, he had re- 
ſigned all into the hands of his Lord and Saviour” that 
had received him, viz. his Eſtate, Reputation, Health, 
Life, and what ever might be for his comfortable being 

here, even his Learning and Learned Diſcourſegenjoying 
only thus much of all theſe things that he over-looked 

- them, and had wherewith he might make it appear how 
much he pre-eſteemed Chriſt before them. 


MAT. 13. 43. 


| Then ſhall the Righteous ſhine forth as the Sun in the 
] Kingdom of their Father. 


_ UR Lord in this and the two precedent verſes, 
alcertains us what Diſcrimination at the end of 
the world ſhall be of Saints and Sinners, They 
can hardly be diſtinguiſht here. In the Lords 
| held, pare corn grows, and a'fo tares, i.e, not 
| ſuch noiſome and noxious weeds as cockle, dar- 
nel, &c. openly known, notorious finners, ſuch ſhould be wee- 
ded out: But as the Learned Brederodiun, after him Sculterus 
and others do expound it, burnt or blaſted corn, which 'cannor 
be extirpated before Harveſt, without endangering the pluck- 
ing up good corn with it. (From the ſame root [| have obſerved, 
blaſted ears ſprang up-muſt then), fince *twould fully and da- 
| _ mage the good corn. Amongſt the truly righteous, Hypocrites 
| grow up, which are but, 1. Things that offend, i. e, not Diſ- Sx«ivfaac, 
lenters, they are perſons ſcandalized, offended : Nor, 2. only Stumbling- 
men Heterodox, or Hereticks, that lay Traps to enſnare 0- blocks, Traps. 
thers? But, 3. All ſuch aslay, or lye themſelves, as ſ{umbling- 
| blocks, and ſnares in the way z, weaker Chriſtians can hardly 
get to Heaven for them, not without ftumbling,wounding their 
Conſciences , and making their hearts to ake. 2. Perſons 
that do iniquity, no good, much miſchief in the Church, 
and that make it their employ. Too many ſuch there are in the 
viſible Church, becauſe they whole concern it is, take not that 
care of, and snſpeftion over them as they ought. When both 
© theſe ſhall be bundled up by the Angel, and hurPd into the 
fiery furnace, as fewel for Hell, yet not be conſumed, but S«- 
lamander-like, live in the devouring fire, and dwell with ever- 
| laſting burmngs. 
Conficer theſe four Particulars, 
1. The SubjeRts of future Glory, the Righteous. 
2, What their Dignity, preferment, and eternal w_—_ 
B Wi 


watt verr, will bez viz. 1, They ſhall ſhine (as they do in Grace and Ho- 
da 4 lineſs, much more) in glory. 2. Shine forth, i.e. be perfealy 
ns freed from every thing that eclipfes their light, or obſcureth 
"ſe = "ava the ſplendor and brightneſs of their Grace and Hyvlineſs, 

: * 3- Shine forth as the Sun, i. e. glorioully, incomparably, not 
as the Moon that changeth , as the Sun in its noon day glory, 
with unchangeable, everlaſting light ſhall they be perfet#y 
glorified. 

3- The Firmament or place where, In the Kingdom of their 
Father. God may. as ſoon be pulled out ot Heaven, his Bemg 
and Glory be extin&, as they plucked out of their Orbs, :nd 
ti;cir 11. ht and glory be put out. ; 

4, The time wien, when Hypocrites, the unrighteous ſhall 
be caſt into the lake of fire and brimſtone, to be tormented 
with their Father the Devil,and abide there for ever ; there, to 
the torment of ſinners, their own unipeakable comfort ; eſpe- 
cially to the glory of God ſhall the righteous in Heaven ſhine 
out. Hence, 

Note, 1, They that ſhall be glorified,are the righteous,viz. 
through Regeneration, Reputation, by SarAification and Ac- 
ceptation. 

I. They that are righteous through Regeneration , called 
(v. 38.) the children of the Kingdom, (by an uſual Hebraiſm, 
as in thoſe terms, children of death, children of wrath, &c.) 
1, Becaule they are defr2ned for,and conſtitutec by God hezrs 
of the Ringdom : And, 2. are made capable of it, being borr 
of the Word, of the Spirit, of God himſelf. 

ES» They are born again, not of corruptible black rotting 
xby:5 ixris feed, but of incorruptible, the Word of God, which liveth and 
yn; ew wwt- abideth for ever, 1 \ et. 1.2;,24. 1.6, Not of the Word 0i man, 
75 3 JvTks- flowers and flouriſh's of tumane wit and eloquence, which 
25 ©. 9%, 1oon jade, corrupt, and like rotten feed come to nothing; but 
$AUTES TOA” d . 
AoyTs, x, ane. Of the Word of God, pure Goſpel, v. 25 whence they grow, 
«Yo emps- and (as the corn fown, and the corn in the ear are of the ſame 
Feay LXer nature) by Regeneration turn as it were-very word and fpirit ; 
t2x40/)4 <4. that incorruptible ſeed, the Word of the Kingdom being 
Gs daft turned into Grace in their hearts, changes and transforms them 
ey Fo in'o new..Creatures, and they grow from it in Grace and 
G Nazian, Holineſs. . 
Qrat. 14, , 2, They are born of the Spirit, Toh. 3.5, 6. and thereby 
nog 


K7anduer]es 
Toy abſry Tns 


C3) | 
rot only Evangelized, but ſpiritualized, 2 Cor. 3 18. Chan- 
ged into the image of Chriſt, (prelented to them by the Golpel) 
who received the Spirit without mealure,and transformed from 
glory to glory, from grace to grace z or from one degree of the 
glorious grace and graces of the Lord, the bleſſed ſpirit, to an- 
other; made very like not only to their Lord Jclus, but the 
Lord the Spirit, | 
Yea, zly, They are born of God, 1 Foh. 3.9. ſo implicite- 
ly termed his children in the Text, which calls Heaven by the 
name of the Kingdom of their Father, Though ?tis true they 
grow after in their reſemblance of him,as they grow more ho- 
ly as he is holy, Eph. 4.2 3, 24. in holinels of Truth wrought 
in them by tre Word of Truth, and by the Spirit of Truth; 
whereas before Converlion there is none righteous, not one Few, Rom, 3.16, 
one Gentile, one in all the World. All are of their father the &c, 
Devil, and his works they will do. All are corrupt and do ini- 

uity, yea abominable iniquity, and do not do gocd. Their | 
bet ions in holy pres. widen are bur — fins, Co 
(fome in our days would fay the good Father is out, his bolt renders glit- 
is ſoon ſhot; what! were the eminent vertues of the Heathens tering ſlips, 
ſins ? how differs Grace from Vertue and Morality ? therefore 
wel ſay ) the beſt ations of the unregenerate being nor from'a 
principle of Grace, have nothing of holineſs, truth of grace 
and goodneſs in them. So are fins of omiſſion, which was 
Auſtins meaning. They do no good at all. 

2. Such as are righteous by Reputation, i.e. to whom God See Articles 
imputeth not fin and guilt, but reckoneth and reputeth righte- of the Church 
ous in his ſight, not for any thing wrought in them, or done of England, 
by them, but for the merit,righteouſnels,perfe& obedience, and Art. 11. 
full atisfa&ion of their Lord Jelus received by faith alone. Chriſti juſtitia 

This is the good ſeed, the word of truth, the Goſpel of our in ju gt 
Salvation, which being ſcattered by Miniſters, and blown by wy can _ 
the Bleſſed Spirit into the prepared hearts of Intelligent hearers, - cm noe 
takes root and grows therez They which come up thereby to jujli coram 
truf, z.e, to hope in Chriſt, and to be juſtified by faich tho» Deo reputs- 
rough him, they are the good feed, the righteous that ſhall be mur, Ames. 

R Med. Theol. 
lib.r. C. 27. th, 12. Hanc Dei juſtitiam quam donat gratia ſine merits neſciunt illi qui ſuam 
juſtitiam volunt conſtituere & ide juſtinie Dei qui Chriſtus eſt, non ſunt ſubjeli, in qu# ju- 
ſtitia eſt multa mult1tudo dulcedints Det, propter quam dicitur guſtate 5 videte, quam dul- 
ci eſt Dominus, Aug, de Ciy, Dei, 1. 21. c. 24, 

B 2 £lort- 


4] 
glorified. As the Sons of the firſt ,Fdaw were made ſinners, 
the Sons of the ſecond are made righteous. None (after rege- 
neration) can make themſelves righteous, if they could keep 
the whole Law ;, ſince by Adam's dilobedience, theirs in» him, 
they were made finners. All, and only believers are conſtituted 
righteous by the obedience of Chriſt, who was made of God 
the ſecond Adam, a common head and repreſentative of all that 
were given to him by the Father, T his righteoufnelſs is not their 
own, but Chriſts; yet *tis thezrs, being made theirs, 1. by Gods 
Donation ;, 2. by their thankful acceptance, apprehending, lay- 

- ing hold upon, and appropriating of it by faith, Se (it | may 
Diſc. of Julti- borrow the Learned Mr. Richard Hooker his ſaying) God ac- 
fic. þ. 7. cepts them in Jeſus Chriſt as perfeRly righteous, as if they had 
fulfilled all that was commanded in the Law ; ſhall I ſay more 
perfealy righteous than it they had fulfilled the whole Law? 1 

+ Cor. 5.21, muſt take heed what | fay, but the Apoſtle 1aith, God made him 
to be ſin for us who knew no ſin, that we might be made the righte= 
ouſneſs of God in him, 

-==-In quantum ly, They who are by Inchoation, I mean by the Word, and 

viget in nob® hy the ſpirit of Holineſs, truly : part, though nor perfectly lan- 


quodex D"® ified and made rigbteous, and daily move and more, when as 
nat Jumae, EX 5, ein an inſtant ot their being turned to God that they were 
fide viventes 


e's .. regenerate, of their believing in Chriſt that they were juſtified, 
juſti ſumus, in RE - | ang” 
Juantum aut. Whom be juſtified, them he alſo glorified, Rom 8. 30. 4.e. lay 
relliquias ex Divines, he ſarttified. 'i here being not a [pecifical, but only a 
Adam trakimus, gradual difference berwixt them 3 and fuch have, love, and do 
ſine peccato righteouſnels. 

208 ſUMs,u——— ; 

Nec tamen ex hoc deſinimi eſſe juſti cum ex affeftu tenerus ſanititatem, Aug, Ep. 50. 


Denominatione 1, They have righteouſneſs inherent in them, anſwering to 
ex meliort par- what was in the firf,and in ſome meaſure to that which is in the 
re quar. OÞ- ſecond Adam, being made partakers of the Divine Nuture, 
mom m— and receiving of the Lord Chriſts fulnels, Grace for grace. In 
yas yew Regeneration the principles anc leeds of Brace, in Sanificati- 
aulum eft ſe- ON gracious difpoſtcrons and habits are infu- d and wrought. He 
men inchoate 15 a finer that wanting original rettitude hath corruption of na- 
juſtitie, null us 

canatus pie vitae, nullum ſtudium [anftitatis, Dofos appellamus bonts liters initiatos & 
iucumbemes oppoucndo eos ruſticy © &yaagaPiares, Te. Daven. Diſp. de hab, Juſt.:, 3. 


Fare 


"RL. 


tare in lieu of it. Evil diſpoſitions inclining him inſtead of fear- 
ing, ſerving and glorifying God as God, to caſt off the fear of 
God, to fin againſt and diſhonour him z, and inſtead of loving 
his neighbour as himſelf, his righteous neighbour beſt with ſuch 
a love, to hate others as his exemzes, ſo he becomes more l;ke 
a beaſt than a man, an1 the godly moſt of all. So he is more 
like a child of the Devil, than a child of God. So he is righte- 
ous, who being created over again, hath ſuch babitual grace 
and good diſpoſitions wrought in him, as incline and facilitate 
him to ſerve the Lord : 1. In Holineſs : 2. In righteouſneſs, Luk, 
1. 7;. both in acts of piety towards God, and Juſtice towards 
man z and fill him with love to God,and all that bear his image, 
and to all that have as Bucer ſpake,any thing of Chriſt in them. 
So 1 Pet. 4.18, the righteous are oppoſed to the ungodly and 
{mners, unrighteous ones that have not the fear of God before 
their eyes, not the love of God in their hearts, nor grace to 
live and ad juſtly and honeſtly towards themlclves or others, 
Rom 1. 29, &&c. 

Hence 2. they love righteouſneſs as their Lord Jeſus did, to 45 ipſo babitu- 
whole Image they were predeſtinated to be conformed. He be- ati propoſito & 
ing perfe&ly righteous,did perfefly love righteouſneſs and hate amore juſtitie 
5nquity, they receiving of his fulneſs, do itin their meaſure and {# e/? omnibus 
degrees which they manifeſt by a conſtant ſerious purpoſe and 724% hoc pro- 
endeavour to follow after holineſs and righteouſneſs, (exerciſing _ = 
themlelves herein to keep a conicience void of offence towards - ona _— 

a «1 41 quod ſuum 
God and man) and to depart from iniquity. Though through eſt Den & 
remainCers of corruption they may ſometimes omit fome du- proximo quam= 
tics, Or fail in the performance of them, or be overcome and vis vitioſa con- 
fall ir.to the commiſſion of ſome fins; yet as to the conſtant cupiſcentia 
frame of their hearts, they love righteouſneſs; ang as to their in contrariam 
courſe, pariem ſub inde 

3- They do righteouſneſs, and do no 5niquity, Sinners being _ _ 4 
void of all grace, filled with all unrighteouſneſs, commit fin, "V2 9% 
work and do milchief, are workers of iniquity, Mat. 25. Sin-ma- 
kers;by the Trade they drive,you may know their calling, They 
do nothing elſe but fin, and manifeſt themſelves to be ungodly, . 
unrighteous, by their ungodly -md unjuſt praRtices. By their 
aings they ſhew themſelves to be men not only of looſe and- 
licentious, but flagitious lives, living in groſs, open and ſcanda- 
lous fins, They fin like the Devil, who from the firſt never -_ 

e 


ſed to fin, was a lyar, a murtherer from the beginning, is and 
will be fo, 1 Joh. 1. 6. C- 3. 4. 6. 8, E/. 59. 6. So 1 Foh. 1, 5, 
C. 2-29. C. 3. 6,9, 10, They are righteous that work righte« 
ouinets, making it the 73 $90 > the main buſineſs and employ. 
ment of their lives. 

4. They that are righteous by acceptation, in the Lords, 


Prater oper a- : 
tioremDei,que though not the Laws account; 2.6. though they are not legally, 


n9s idoneos ablolutely and moſt complcatly righteous, fo as tt:ey might 
red.lit mutzndo challenge from God, and by the Law juſtification and life up- 
ac regeneranio on account of perſonal and perfe& obedience; yet are righte- 
requiritur Mm ous Evaingelically in a Golpel ſenſe, yea through the Lords 


ſericors Dei 
acceptatio, que 
tegat infirmt- 


gracious acceptation in Gods own account, God accepts them 
that are truly and really righteous, though they be not abſo- 
rates nojtras & lutely pertc&t ; and dignifies them with that title of honour up: 
conatus imbe.. ON account of their -uprigatneſs and fincerity, which is a Jewel 
cilles reputer in the Lords eye, yea all in all in his account; to were vel, 
pro perfels Noah, Zchariah and Elizabeth, righteous betore God; where- 
obedientia, ut as Hypocrites are only {cemingly righteous, and that before 
ail in zobis bo- men in appearance, outward ſhew and proteſſion, 

n efſer, ni re- 

novatt efſemus operatione Divirs, ita nibili cſſent renovatorum opera, ad participationem 
kereditai rs celeſtis, mſi a pater indulgentiſſimo propter Cbriſtum ſupra condignum aſtimaren- 
- Tur. Daven, in Col, c. r. v. 12. 


Righteouſneſs uſually is defined to be a conftant and perpe- 
tual (deſire, purpoſe, anc) will to give unto every one his own. 
Obterve wherein No:hs Righteoulnels lay, {when he was the 
only righteous perion in the age wherein he lived) and you'l fee 
what that righteouſneſs is which God approves, and accepts 
through Chriſt, and the New Covenant. 
Retinens veri 1, He gave to God his own, that faith, fear, love, obedi- 
cu'tu-—Fulmi ence, that interval and external worſhip which was due unto 
fide crelens fm, when (Gen. 6. 12.) All fleſh had corrupted their way - 
verbo Deide . ?. WE J 
4.e. in worſhipping God, and turn'd Idolaters as thr Hebrew 


mundo perden- "aj - 
FR «= moe phraſe oft intends, Exod. 32. 7. Deut. 32, 5. he knew *rwas 


ſua-poſterirate, juſt, the great, the good Gud, His God ſhould be ſerved in the 
£ de ſemine 

muljers;. Munſt, Qzn. juſtitia eſt que ipſum kominem Deo vero tollit, & immundis ſpiri. 
ribus ſubdit  boccine eſt ſuum cuique diſtribuere > Auge de Civ, Dei. 1,19.C. 21. 
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own will. 


2. He gave unto others their due, when Gez. 6. 18. the 
earth was filled with violence : 1.e. Injuſtice, coulenage and op- 
preſſion, — He took what care he could for the good, the pre- 
ſervation and Salvation of others, eſpecially of his Family, as 


well as of himſelf. 


firſt place, moſt and beſ? ſerved by him, always according to his 


3, He was perfe& : i.e. upright amongſt a world of hypo. 74. Piſe. 


crites, his heart right with wod, and he was righteous before 
him; what he did for God or others, he did all as under Gods 
eye, as in his prelence, Gen 6 9. 

4. He was righteous in his faithful diſcharge of duty in 
that office and ſtation which God tet him in, as a Maſter of a 
Family, a Father, a Preacher ot Righteouſnets, Ger. 6. 22 
*Tis rare, but the moſt amiable {ight to ſee perſons, Mu. 1:. 
fulfilling all righteouſneſs in their particular callings, Fohn had 
need, as he ſaid, ro be baptiz:d of Chriſt, but Chriſt had not 
entred on his office 3 Fohn had, and his office was to baptiz-: 
ſo Chriſt ſaith, Suffer it now, it becomes ws to fulfill all righteouſ- 
neſs. 

2. As to their preferment. Note, 2ly, The righteous ſhall 
be glorifi:d z being regenerate, jutified and fanRified, they 
walk uprightly, and work, righteouſneſs : They ſhall be taken up, 
and adaiited into the Kingdom of their Father, and ſhall dell 
there, P/al. 15 1,2 And, 

1 There they ſhall ſhine. They were darkneſs, but God be- 
ſpoke the:n out of ir, and they were made light in the Lord, 


Fuſtitiem offi- 
Cl, particulze 
rem. 1,@ ofus 
2'iniſteriis #< 
nivs Cnjuſque. 
Scult, 


E ph. 5.8. as in the firſt, to in their new Creation. 2 Cor. 4 6. tes. 


God ſai, Let there be light, and there was light.” Light imme- 
diately {prang up out ot darknels, into their underſtandings , 
and they appeared as Luminaries in the World, Phil. 2.15 and 
gav* light ro others, Mat 5 15,16 but they do only gamide:, 
appear (ometimes, then they ſhall azurer, always ſhine, and 
ſhine bright: Here their light is a little twiokling glimmer- 
in2 light ; as the light of here an! there a Star, ar diſtance one 
from another, in a pitchy dark night : look wiſhly, an4 vou 
may ſee here and there a Saint in his Converlation, holdmg forth 
the word of life ; but then being fixed as thick as they can Rand 


one by another, all toverher ( an innumerable company) will - 


ſhine bright in one Conſtellation, giving out their light. 7 hea- 


DEN * 


. ven none but Saints are, all are burning and ſhining lights. 
2. They ſhall ſhine oxt ; here, as the Greek word intimates, 
are they wander 4 cloud, hereafter they ſhall break forth, ſhine 
clearly and glorioully, as the light of the Sun doth , when on 
a ſudden it breaks out ( as wegthink ) trom under a Cloud ; 
there* too much here that Carkens and oblcures their luſtre, 
ſplendor, radiant and ſhining b gnmek, which then ſhall be 
' .  {cattered, diſpe'd, driven aw: y, and that for ever, 
bs I, Alas! they are much darkened neze by bodily weakneſſes 
felicia robuſta and diſtempers, 
ſortiri corpora 
Deo diſpenſante ita ut quod Animi viribus Additum eſt, corports detraatur, Eraſm, Pre: 
, fat, ad Auguſt. opera, 

2. Much more by humane frailties (though regenerate, they 
are but men ;, though Saints, not glorified ) remainders of inbred 
corruption, and prevalent temptations much obſc:re them. 
P aul, the chief of the Apoſtles, ſpeaks moſt of his Infirmities. 

3. Moſt of all in the eyes of others by abundance of dire, 
a world of ſlanders, as falſe, as foul afperſions flung upon them ; 
which at preſent too much Ecl:pſe their light and luſtre, but 
will ſerve thenonly tor the better ſetting ot it off, B:ſides, 

Scriptor ſapi=» 4. Here they are under the Croſs, and manifold 4ffiftions, 
ene 10quens which make many {peak and cenſure hardly of them, and yet 
de _— work, together only to purge their filth away, and to file off 
CEN their drols, 1 Pet. 1. 6, 7. 


\ 


x) cu Xalipp — _ Sb 
Ths 4TITKOTNS auTwy MAdu Loot Grot, 1n Mat. 13+ 43. 

For then, 3. they ſhall ſhine forth as the Sun, i. e. 1, With 
a moſt full, perfe&t and glorious light, fuch as we are not able 
to conceive of, much lels to exprels. *Iis therefore ſhadowed 
out-by a familiar' Metaphor from the Sun, which even Chil- 
dren know to be the greateſt and the cleareſt light. Here 
they appear, and twinkle now and then like the Stars, thoſe 
lefſer lights of Heaven 5 then ſhall they ſhine with a far grea- 
= an incomparably more glorious light, like the Sur it 
elf. 

2. Nativo lumine, with their own light, received at their 
Jn, walk- firſt Creation. their Reg-neration, and from that time en- 
eth, advan- Creaſig in Gacc, till it advance to its tull growth and perfe- 
ceth,Pro.q.18, 6.10.1 in glory. The path of the juſt ſhineth more and more unto 


the 


4 j» i 

the perfeF day. Whereas Hypcerites (like the Jones fitui, Fire: 
drakes ) bl.ze a little here with an Adventitious light, which will 
evaporate, quickly be cxtinet, and dye with them as ſoon as thoſe 
grols vapors, fumes and exhalations from the Earth, whereof 
they conliſt, are ipent and gone; whileſt the Coalt is clear, and 
the Air ſerene, they gliſter ; but when the wind and ſtorms ariſe, 
they go out ina fiulf and ſtench, 

;, With a perpetal, yea an everlaſting light : The light of 
the Sun, who is the fountain of light, and the Eye of the World, 
is conſtant, and cannot be? <xtinguiſht, unleſs you could pluck, or 
put 1t out. 

2. T:.c place where, The Kingdom of their Father ;, that is Mat. 
5- 16, in Heaven, where he ſits upon his Throne in Majeſty, 
1ja .66. 1. 

So it is 1, a moſt gloriow place, God, as to his Eſſential, Power- 
ful, Providential preſence, is every where, fills Heaven and earth, 
Fer. 23. 24, 24. Pal. 139. 8, &c, But his moſt ſpecial glorious 
preſence is in Heaven, called (2 Coy, 12. 1.) the third Heaven. 
Whatever Philoſophers may opine concerning the number of the 
Heavens, Scripture enumerates them to be three; 1.* The place 
betwixt the viſible Firmament and the Earth, Ger. 1.20. 2. Where 
the Sun, Moon and Stars are fixed, Gen, 1. 14. P/al. 19.1, 4. The 
third above all, where is Gods Dwelling-place, Plal. 123, 1. and 
Sior»Colledg, the Manſions and Lodgings of Blelled Angels, and 

lorificd Saints. They have all their name from the Hebrew word, 
which ſignifies light, Some light there is in the «rea! Heaven 
from the Sun, Moon and Stars, which makes it comfortable, much 
more in the Sidereal, where thoſe glorious lights are ſet up. Infi- 
nitely more in the Empyrean, where God is light, 1 Joh. 1.5. the 
Cun the fonrtain of it, Fam. 1.17. and dwells in light, 2 Tim.6.16. 
the ſight whereof no creature can endure, till glorified and made 
meet for it ; ſo great is the ſupereminence of the Divine Gloryzyet 
here the righteous partaking thereof ſhall ſhine forth as the Sun, 
according to the ſeveral degrees of Divine light which they re- 
ccive. 

2. A moſs ſecurs place : Their ſeveral Orbs are fo fixed here, 
they ſhall never fall or be plucked out. An Afﬀtrologer obſerved a 
new Star in Caſſiopea, others fancy they have ſeen more, but was 


niſeros aut in ſumma veritatis luce neſciamus, «nt in ſumms flicitatis apice time«mu ? Auſt. & 


Civ. Dei, lib. 12, C. 20, goiZudoy. 
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it ever found that any of the old Stars were extin& and loft ? but 
theſe lower Heavens (2 Pet. 3. 19) in the twinkling of an cye 
ſhall paſs away (and be ſeen no more) with a great noiſe, (as many 
famous places, the Exchange, did in the dreadful Conflagration ', 
a ratling noile, or like-the noiſe of the wheels of Chariots that run 
iwittly, or of waves in a ſtorm at Sea ruſhing by us, or as Parch- 
ment hiz.zeth when tis caſt into the fire ; the Firmament that [croll 
of the Heavens ſhall be rolled up, thrown into the fire, and [hrivel 
vp with fervent heat and the Sun (ſhall no more ler, as FPocts fan- 
cied in Thet:s her lap, a ſea of waters, but) ſhall be extin& ia an 
Ocean ot fire, and lo put out ; then that Heaven wherein righte- 
ouſneſs, the ſpirit of the juſt mace periet, Chriſt and God dwell 
tor ever. For, 

2. It is tie higheſt Heaven ;, far out of the reach of the Prince, 
and] all the powers of. Darkneſs, and their Comrades the Bzaſt and 
falle Prophet. All which accurſed crew ſhall be thrown int9 the 
lowermoſt hell. And it is the Kingdom of God Almighty, who is able 
to prelerve them, The Rabbins do npt groundleſly aſſert that the 
touls of the righteous in Heaven do a44.re unto (and hold talt by) 
the right hand of God for ever, in that he held the Stars his faith- 
ful Miniſters and Saints here; and can any,think you, if th:y would 
attempt it in Heaven,pluck them out. 

2. It is, P/al. 24, 3. the Lords holy place, the Holy of holies, 
where there can beno ſin, as there was in Paradiſe), or tempta- 
tion unto ſin, From eternity God Was a Heaven to himfelf. Then 
with his own hands he created and built Heaven of old, P/. 102.25, 
not that he might be comprehended there, but to be a palace for 
his reſidence, the habitation of his holineſs, P/al. 12 3- 19. and an 
houſe for his children to live comfortably in ſafety. Saints of them- 
{elves could not, it may be would not continue in grace here, in 
glory hereafter, but God is not only able to preſerve them in 
glory, but their gracious God and Father, and he will do it, 
Attecr, 

3, The time, then; which carries a double Antitheſis in it : 
i. More generally of time future, of eternity; I ſhould tay to this 
mow, this raoment of their life here, Fob 14. 1, the few days of 
Saints are full of trouble, A#. 14 22. The cleareſt Sun-{hining 
day ſucceeds the darkeſt night, and glorious deliverances of parti- 


expcrenda etiam erit alia mults illuſtrior, quam Michaelis, 1e. Chriſti interventu aſe 
ramen us calamitatis graviſſime tracelant.Mat, 24. quas reſurreitio Leata excipiats 
cular 
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cular Saints, and the whole Church, after days of moſt fore aMli- 
Aion, at length after that time of trouble, ſuch as never was before, 
Dan. 12. 1, 2. (underſtand it of the calamities which hefell the 
Fews under Antioch) at that very time the Church ſhall have an 
eminent Temporal deliverance, a pledg of one more glorious eter- 
nal Salvation, by the coming of the great Prince Michael, the eter- 
nal Son of God; Who1s like bim, the Lord of hoſts, that ſtandeth on 
his Churches ſide, againſt the Devil, and all in confederacy with 
him? So in the Antiparallel, Rev, 20.5, when the City 1s begirt, 
aſ,ulted, battered and [tornid, the Lord Chriſt the Captain Ge- 
neral comes in to its relief, works fuch a deliverance as foon ends in 
everlaſting ſalvation 3 for then mary. all an innumerable compa- 
nies of Saints, whoſe bodies ſlept in the duſt, (hall arife unto an 
eternal life in glory z as appears by its being oppoled to that ſhame 
and everlaſting contempt the reſt ſhall awake unto, I/a. 66. 24, 
and ſtand as itatues of ignominy toall eternity, 1 Fob. z. 2. Now 
we are, and ſhine as the children of God in grace, but it appears not 
what we ſhall be, and how we ſhall ſhine in glory hereatter. The 
Excellcncies of the righteous, innate light, Grace, Holinels, 
and righteouſneſs of Truth appear only to a few. Some 4i/t. Merec 
Philoſophers, unwiſe as they are, have gone about to number — "_ 
the Stars but Ger. 15. 15. Jer. 32, God only, Pſal. 147. 4. all w_— = 
don't appear at all time, to all perſons, nor to any at the firſt view, wo 
and at too great a diſtance. They that have the beſt eye-f1ght, and Cw 
- 5 ? - = acubius £48 
longeſt and moſt carelully view them, obſerve moſt. In the Church zurtur rears 
ſome 54ints give forth more light, and are very conſpicuous, 2 Cor, flures videt 
S. 18, Some lefs, which yet is well diſcerned, by fuch as take an unde (9 ace 
ex: view of them, and as near as they can (true grace will ſhine 7ime cernent 
where ever it is, but ſome perſons graces arc little obferved by 0- ##s 4!iquas 0 
thers that think they have none). Some caſt out a very little light, © </e 
which is ſeen only by thoſe that have the ſpirit of diſcerning, alter '*** — 
lens obſervations and {ome Co not go for Saints, which would ap- Gr 4 lib 
pear {uch if exatly viewed, and not at too great a diſtance, ard ,;_ "IM 
will be approved at the day of Judgment, 1 Cor 446. 2 Tim.2. 19, won crimen 
1 Fob. 3. 1. But as to the blind world, Saints ſhine not; they that 7hebus, nod 
are moſt eminent for grace & holinels teem mean,obſ{cure,very con. crimen baber. 
temptible in the eyes of the generality,both ſinners and hypocrites, 
eſpecially of your Don Illuſtriſſimo's and YVirtuoſo's in the world. 

2, That inſtant when the Exccllencics of Saints ſhill ſhine forth, 
is oppoſed to that moment of time when the Tares, all hypocrites, 
| C 2 unrighte- 


[12] 


-unrighteous ones, ſhall be thrown head-long by tHe Angels into the 
flaming fiery furnace, that deep, yea bottomleſs pit of far worſe 
than Egyptian darknels; when the world was drowned, Noah and 
his family were ſaved -and when God will not ſpare hypocrites, but 
vive them their portion, Mat. 24.51, immerſe them in a deluge 
of everlaſting fire, Mat, 25-41, 46, Then, Mal. 3. 17, 18. they 
ſhall appear moſt glorious when the childten of the Devil ſhall be 
tormented, and leeing the children of God thus dignified, advan- 
ced, ſhall, envying them and their happineſs, fume and fret, and for 
rage and madneſs, | gnaſh their teeth, which it ſeems will be their — 
poſture and guiſe to ail eternity, 
For the demonſtration of this truth, the foregoing Scripture- 
expoſition of the ſubje&,affords us theſe undeniable arguments for 
ſatisfation of our. judgment, and confirmation of our belief of 
it 


1. Becauſe they are the children of God; he hath deſianed them 
for future, for eternal glory : 1. He has choſen them in Chriſt, 
that they ſhould be holy, and ſhining in grace here, and moſt happy 
and glorious hereaſter to the praiſe of his own glorious grace, Eph. 
1.3z4+ 6, 11. 2+ In purſuance thereof God hath out of his eleR- 
woris 4 Deo Ing love, through his abundant mercy, regenerated them. Now p5. 
anda. Piſc, conſider, 
eleſits Eſt 1, The Kingdom of Heaven is his, and the power (Ex 6912) the 
Terren« bare- right to confer it on asmany and whom he pleafeth; and Lud. 12. 
litatis difſimil= 1 ,, *tis his goed pleaſure to beſtow it upon all the rishteous, and 
ims Terenas. gply upon them. Amongft men, the eldeſt fon goes away with the 
_— —_— Inheritance, the younger with Portions only; the regenerate as 
n —_— children of men may not be born to any great matters; but as they 
; ſingulis poſſi= ATE the children of God, they are born to the glorious Kingdom | 
erur, regnum Of their Father in Heaven, 
zleſte in ſoli= 2. All the glory of and in Heaven, is Gods own, and at his ſole 
dum poſſidetur diſpoſal Rom. 5, 2, He loves the righteous, whom he hath mace | 


tb inumers fonear :nddear to himſelf, as that he will confer it on them. An 


anits, taut earthly King can beſtow his Kingdom only upon the Prince his el- 
umerus parti- 


4s partt- deft Son, but the Sod of glory hath (Phil. 4. 19 ) riches in glory | 
Ipantium nibil ' Dy; {1 hi : ; 

ber perſef enough for the Prince and all his other children, whom he makes 

pes pe” coheirs with Chriſt (of that incorruptible inheritance even) hesrs 

iſſine © pe. _ 1, , 

ine tori. of God himſelf. This is not gotten by them, but they are begotten 

cipationi fin- TOE by a mighty work of God upon their hearts, and that accor- 

guloram. Day, ding to his abundant mercy, 1 Pet, 1. 3, out of meer prace and 

10 Col. 1.12. love will he freely conter it on them. 2 Bc- 


—_— — — — 


2 Becauſe they are one with Chriſt here, and ſhall have a more 


perfe& indilfſolu>le union with him hereafter. Chriſt doth, there- 


fore all that are by taith united to him, ſhall ſhine in glory, 1 Tim. 
3. 16. he was re aſſumed into glory; not only received, affumed 
and raken up into glory, So Saints that never were in Heaven, ſhall 
be receives or alſumed,. P/al 4g. 15. after God has guided them 
with his counſel, he will recerve chem to glory; ie, aNſume and take 
them up into a copartnerſhip to have their ſhare in it, (every one his 
proportion) but Chriſt that came down from Heaven was again re- 
ceived or aflumed into glory according to his prayer, Fob. 17. 5. 
Chriſt was glorious within, both as God and man here, but his 
plory did not ſhine out, (only ti:e few that were near, and had an 
exact view of him, 7oh.1.14 ) he was covered with a vail of fleſh; 
as to humane infirmities in the likenels of ſinful fleſh, which darken- 
ed his glory. A world of contumelies, yea blatphemies caſt on him, 
id more obſcure it, That which did ecl.pſe it, was Divine delertion, 
when under the ſenſe of Divine wrath tor our fins laid upon him, 
with a great skretk he gave up the Ghoſt, (when the Sun alto in 
the Firma nent, as it werein ſympat'.y, put on mourning, and ſeem- 
ed a meer lump of darkneſs, which made the Ptilofopher that ob- 
ſerved itcry out, Exther the God of Nature ſuffers, or the world will 
be drſſelved.) Chriſt abated himelf , and emptied himtelf of his 
elory, during the ſtate of Humiliation. At his glorious Aſcenſion 
into Heaven he ſhone forth, as God with the glory he had with God 
frometermity ; and the humane nature ſharing with the Divine, zc- 
cording to its capacity:as God man he is glorified with God himl.If, 
and ſhines forth in the glory of the Father. What he ſuffered was as 
our turety, as a publick perſon ; fo he rode in triumph into Heaven, 
ſits and ſhines there at the right hand of God in glory, as Head of 
the Church, of all his members that are by faith united to him ; 
And they now de j+re, E phel. 2. 6. and de fad, hereafter, ſhall fit 
down with him ;, asa Father he went to prepare and take up H:a- 
ven fir the chileren God gave him to be brought unto glory;as ſoon 
as he has prepared them for it,he will receive ther, that where he 
(in heaven, in glory), they may be alſo, Joh. 14 3. There's both cau- 
ſalitas efficients & cauſe exemplar, in the plorification of Chriſt 
the head,as to the glorifying ot his m2zmHers, 2 Cor. 4. 14. Fob. 14. 
19, 20. And fince he doth, all true believers (hall ſhine out in glory. 
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Which glory is, 1- Chriſts parchaſe,he bought them for it, and 
it for them 3 and therefore prays for all believers with ſuch bold- 
nels and freedom, for ſuch a perte& Union with himſelf, as he had 
with the Father in happinels and glory: 1. As God: 2, As man, 
in his humane nature united to the Divine : and conſequently, z.As 
God-man in both natures united unto one, Foh. i 7. 20, That they 
all may be one, as thou Father art in me, and I in thee, that they alſs 
may be one in ws. ' And the ground of his prayer we have, v. 4. be- 
caule he glorified God on earth by a&tive and paſſive obedience, 
and finiſhed the whole work God gave him to do in order to their 
Redemption, which is callcd, Ephe/. 1. 14. The redemption of the 
purchaſed poſſeſſion : Being a redemption from all ſin and mifery,to 
an inheritance of life and glory, hardly procured, bought with his 
own precious blood, 

2. *Tis his grft | he purchaſed it upon no other account but this, 
that he lawſully might, and he will beſtow it on them, Foh. 10, 28. 
I give unto them eternal life, in happinets and glory, And ch. 19.22. 
The plory which thou gaveſt me, I have given them, that they may be 
one even 4s we areone. q.d. By infallible promiſe I have conveyed it, 
and by my laſt Will 'an4 Teſtament made it ſure unto them ; upon 
their belicving on me they have jus adrem;, and when 1 am come 
again they ſhall have jw 4x re ; at their Reſurreion I'le ſee them 
take and have actual poſſ:ſſon of it. 

3. Becaule they are (in part) ſantified by the Spirit, they ſhall 
be (perfe&ly) glorified, their bodies (and their fou's much more) 
are the Temple of the itoly Ghoſt, 1 {or. 6. 19, who is called the 
living God, 2 Cor. 6, Now God the Father will have his children, 
the Sor,his members, the holy Spirze, his Temple, to be in Heaven, 
which he will beautifie and adorn for the habitation of the ever 
el:rious one God, Father, Son, and Spirit, to live and dwell in for 
ever, 2 Cor. 6: 17, 18, Kev, 21.3. Here in part are they filled 
with grace, inherent. rightcouſneſs the fruits of it, the fruits 
of the Spirit, and ſhall hereafter be perfealy fild with 
glory, as full as humane natures are capable. Then ſhall they ſhine, 
| nad almoft ſaid infinzrely in glory, (and ſhould have faid fo, but thar 
I know they will remain creatures), 1 will ſay infinitely beyond the 
Sun, *Tis but an hyperbole, and yet ſo mean, as is far ſhort of 
adumbrating the greatnel> of their glory. 'Tis a known ſaying of 


Plate, (ould Virtue be ſeen with corporeal eyes, *twould appear the: 


waſt comely geautiful thing tn the world, His Scholar tpake the 
like 
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like of Moral Righteouſneſs. What's Grace? in it ſelf the moſt Kegrieh 76 
amiable and glorious thing in the world, P/al. 45. 13. as it ſhines ege7@y 674 
out of the hearts and lives of gracious pertors into the minds of 0. dnp on 
ther Saints, how great a luſtre doth it carry withit! Yet though Gow 9 3s 
always viſible, *cis not always ſeen, many things intervening in- 449 37w 
tercept its light. ON how lovely ! glorious ! will all the graces ol SavMaris 
all the Saints appear in H:aven, when they ſhall all be in the flower Arilt, Erh. ad 
expanded to the full in their Azpn, full growth, and moſt abſolute N:com, I. F. 
perfeRion; for ſuch glory is. *Tis nothing elle but grace in its = 
growth. Or all graces blown up by the bleYſed Spirzt to the full and 

ſ{nining out in perfetion, Saints ſhill by perteAly ren- we! atter 

the Image of God, whole light and glorypainty conſi:ts, at leaſt 

appears, in his ho/ineſs and righteouſneſs. eAdam was a glorious 

creature till he had loſt the lmage of God his righteoutnels, Rign- 

tcous perſons excel their neighbours: 1, They are glorious within, 

being created after Gods lnage in righteoulnels and true holinets, Plal, 16.3. 
2, They ſhine as lights in the world, holCing forth the word of 
life; but Oh how glorious ! how excellent ! or how excellently 
2lorio's are glorified Saints, who are the Templcs of the Holy 
Ghoſt, filled in their capacities} enlarged to the utmoſt with the 
Divine, the Gracious, yea the moſt Gloriou4 Preſence of God ! They 
are made perfeRtly like Chriſt, who is the brightneſs of the glory of 
God, and the expreſs image of his perſon, Heb. 1. 3. 5.6, as much 
a'ter the [mage, an4 as perfe&ly like to the Son of God as is pot- 
lible for the Almighty to make them to be, when he ſhall try his 
wiidom, and put his laſt hand to the making of them lo, 

But I foreſee an ObjeQion, which I will anticipate : Wherefore 

j_ Saints that are ſanttified but in part, be ſo perfeitly glorified ? 
Why, 


. Ut ſit in nobts 
4- Out of Gods grace and favour, becauſe they are 21vonRn boxi ſcimills 


his Favourites. Though we [poke highly of their( Gratie gratis aate, minima requi= 
yet they are not gratos facientes, muchlels are they facientes gloria yitur Dei po- 
aignos, and fo plorificantes, 3.e.) Graces given to them, wrought tentia in ope- 
in them, yet as they make them not accepted with God here, to rando, ut i&ud 
not to be glorified by God hereafter, 'Tis God that accepts them tonum quale- 
here in the beloved, that plorsfies them hereafter. They are righte- £#nq) idoneos 
ous, *tis by gracious acceptation ; they ſhall be glorious, *twill be 95 /4ciat ut 


by gracious Remuneration, Holy eAuſtin writes ſome where to this —— = | 
EY NUlos 4c Fee | 


redes regul requiritur paterns clementia in acceptandos Daven. in Col, 1.12; Quiſquis tibi numes | 
rat merits ſua, quid tibj enumerat niſi manera ſua, Aug. Cont, 1. 9. c.13- 


eſte; 
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effet : If a man ſhould live and ſerve the Lord a thouſand years,he' 
could not by his [ervice of God all that time earn 1o much as one 
hour of the glorious reward in Heaven, much lefs an eternity of 
happiacſs and glory: no, Death is the wages of the leaſt lin, be it 
but an omiſſion of | duty, or a negle& to pertevere in It, Gal.3.10. 
Ana cternal life in glory in tne gift of God through Chriſt, Rom. 6, 
ait, It's given to the righteous that work righteoutneſs, but Net- 
ther for their b:ing righteous, and having rightcoulnels in them, 
nor for their doing ot it. They both are trom free and meer race, 
much more is th: reward. Through the fame grace it is that an 
eternal life in Heaven and happinets in glory is the inheritance, lot 
and portion of the righteous, 5.e. fincere upright Saints accordin 
to the Covenant of Srace, the precious and {ure promile of the 
Goſpel. 

1, Well, Sirs, you believe this truth, then ſuffer the word of 
Exhortation. If you have been enlightened by the Word and Spi- 
rit, eat. 5. 16. Let your light ſo ſhine before menythat they ma 
fee your good works, and glorifie your Father in Heaven, "Tis ipoken 
of Miniſters whole concern chiefly it is to enlighten the places 
where they live by their Do&rine, holy conference and converſa- 
tions 3 and they that fee their good works by the Sermons the 
preach, and live, will glorifie God z but the Lords advice reach- 
eth all. 

If you truly deſire to ſhine, for ever to ſhine forth-in glory,in the 
moſt high, moſt holy Heaven, the Holy of holies. It you have 
good hopes from your Regeneration by God the Father, Union with 
Chriſt, God the Son,and Santtification of the Spirit, God the Holy 


Ghoſt, and the love, grace and favour of that one God bleſſed for - 


ever, (from your being the children of God, by faith united to 
Chriſt, and alſo conſecrated, dedicated and fer apart for God and. 
holy uſes; and though but in part ſanRified,real and upright Saints 
thine as the righteous do. Not only before Saints, "Tis true as to 
your lincerity you can approve your ſelves only to God, as to your 
grace and holinels only to Saints; from the trade you artve they 
mey kzow your calling. Indeed as to particular a&ts, ſome Saints way 
be lyable to miſtakes as well as others concerning you, and thoſe 
particular zfts of yours ; but by your doing righteouſneſs giving. 
God and man their due,” twill appear there's tome excallence in you, 
2nd your light will ſhine beforc men, Saints and ſinners. 

What though ſinners are, wilfully blind, and take no notice ef: 


that - 
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17 
that light of grace, holineſs and righteouſneſs which ſhines if 

our lives,but rather cenlure you as hypocrites.” Tis not unuſual for 
the vileſt of ſinners to condemn the beſt of Saints as ſuch; when 
they dare not ſpeak againſt the principles of godlinets they profeſs, 
and the accurate Ways of Religion they walk inz Ah! if they did 
ſo in ſincerity ! but 1 have heard fo and fo of them, they are a com- 
pany of hypocrites, While their falſe and foul mouths cenſure you, 
let your holy lives condemn them when they talk of your hypo- 
criſie, more carefully look to your ſincerity. Conſider the Item: 
which they give you, tO have an eye toit. Alas ! if not only men, 
bat my own beart,and God himſelf, ſhould charge me to be an bypo- 
crate ! 

Shine before men as to your good works. Let your graces, faith, 
hope, brotherly love, contentment in every condition, zcal for the 
glory of God, ard the good of precious immortal ſouls,ſhine be- 
fore Saints: they are things for Saints to judg of; and your good 
works works of Juſtice, Righteouinels, ſhine, before men, they are 
things that men may judg of, True, men can't judg of your ha- 
virg grace, or aQting of it. Blind men cannot daſtinguifh colours, 
only fuch as have a lpirit of diſcerning, and a ſpiral judgment 
can do that 3 but men partly know by remainders of rhe light of 
nature, what honeſty, what plain dealing (a Jewel very rare and of 
—_ price) is z what works of charity are, and they expe& that 
men who make the greateſt proteſſion of Religion ſhould be more 
juſt in their ways, and honeſt in their dealings, and when they fee 
{ome profeſſors at ſome tin es fall ſhort herein, many preſently 
condemn them as to every other action, and. the whole Community 
of Profeſſors for their ſakes. Yet ſome when they cannot but per- 
ceive a greater light ſhining in the lives of Profeſſors than of other 
men, will be induced thereby to glorifie God, who hath beſtow- 
ed more light and grace upon them. 

But be they amongſt whom you live, what they will you z know, 
do your duty, Phil2. 15, 16. So order your lives, as 1. you 
may be blameleſs, no man may juſtly complain of you. If tome do, 
without a cauſe; regard it not,what though they cauſe others to do 
ſo, *cis but at preſent, and ti.l they come to a full hearing and 
right underſtanding of your ations. And, 2. Harmleſs, i.e. yea, 
without will or power to hurt, which is the mark of the ſheep of 
Chriſt ; or ſincere, without mixture of deceit or guile. Whereas 
the wicked {Bulls of Beſhaz) have more power than authority, 

D more 


_ Axkoa! o5 » 
without 
horns. 


Fe 
more will than power to harm 3 and being full of guile, will ſmile 
in your face when about to cut your throat; ſpeak friendly,when 
they are doing you the ſhrewdeſt diskindneſs, 3. In the midſt of 
an age of men that are crocked, toll of windings and turnings, turn 
this way or that way according to their company ;, and perverſe 
or rather perverted; that once had better thoughts of the ways of 
Rcligion, but now are of another opinion, ('tis well if more be 
not perverted by the Devil's angels of light than are converted by 
Chriſts) ye ſhine as ſtars that retain and keep their light, Holding 
it. 3+ forth the word of life , for the grace of God that bringeth ſalvation, 
hath appeared to all men, teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs and 
worldly laſts, that we ſhould live ſoberly, righteonſly, and godly in this 
preſent world, looking for that bleſſed hope. As « moſt pious Divine 
F. Barroughs, laith, There may be Juſtice where there 5s only morality ;, there can 
poſes his be no Religion where there is not Fuſtice. The Text tells you, the 
hoice, light of the falutiferous Goſpel more effe&ually teacheth ſobriety, 
. 316. juſtice and picty, than the light of Nature or Morality doth, with- 
out which there can be no looking for that bleſſed hope, the ap. 
pearing of Cnriſt and of our ſelves with him in glory, with any 
comfort. Will hopes of keeping up their credit in the world, of 
getting a little gain thereby, make men deal honeſtly, and feem 
righteous before men? Let hopes of eternal light, life and glory, make 
you doo, and'be truly righteous betore God If you have taken 
out that leſſon, Live hke men yea like men Evangelized, of which 
{ort I fear there are more of the poor than of the rich, as there 
were in our Saviours time. I could heartily wiſh the words of the 
forementioned Divine were imprinted on your memories, engraven 
on /your hearts, When men talk fo much of Godlincts, and of 
Church Diſcipline, and others come to deal with them, they are ſo 
cunning, and will tetch over men, as well as any, as griping as any, 
theſe are burdenſome members to a Church, that wrong Religion 
your injuſtice herein is a greater evil than the injuſtice of any man. 
The injuſtice of a n:oral man does not make men ſhie of dealing 
with all moral men ; but injuſtice in you, makes men ſhie of deal- 
Spree ing witheiny that make profeſſion of Religion, and to ſay none are 
v7y » 79Y” {0 deceitful as they, and though that obj-Qion does come uſually 


reusTu? Y from malice, yet it cannot be denied but thote that make profeſſion 
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Lexrreys B1ve too much advantage for it. | 
woddperes, The truly righteous are the right Honourable, a Saints Coat 
, Orat.1c of Arms ſhould befuch as that holy Martyr Mr, Hooper had when 
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TInftafled Biſhop of Worceſter, A Lamb in 4 Flaming-buſh with 

raies from Heaven ſhining on it. A Lamb for meeknels, tnnocency, 

and profitableneſs in a Buſh burning, amidft wicked men, brambles 

and thorns ſet on fire oft Hell, and burning with malice : Yer, 

1. Sweet influences of Heaven let out upon itz; he hath the 
grace, and enjoys the conſolation of the Bleſſed Spirit. Now Heb. 
13.20, 21. that you may be truly righteous, righteous before 
God ; then you will ſhine forth here, 

1- With aclear, a glorious light, ſuch a convincing light as may 
condemn the world of finners for their aberrations, and ſhame ſome 
Saints out of their deviations from the ways of holinefs and righ- 
teoulneſs, and encourage weaker Chriſtians to make a farther pro- 
grels in them. E 

2. With your own innate light ; as true Nathanaels, Fews in- Aanvar * 
wardly, and not only in outward ſhow and profeſſion, as fuch in Ph "Eun 
whom there is no guilez then your converſation will be as the Jolt. 4, 
ſhining light, which ſhineth more and more unto the perfett day,Prov. 

4. 18. 

3. With a conſtant durable lightz in Heayen your light of 
glory will everlaſtingly ſhine before Saints 3 let your light —— 
and ho/ineſs on earth continually ſhine before men. To quicken 
you thereunto. 

Conſider again and again, ſecurity of the Coeleſtial Kingdom, 
the glory of it, and the ſeaſonableneſs of the time when you ſhall 
there ſhine forth in glory, as you have heard, 

r. It's a moſt tate and ſecure place : 1, By reafon of its height, 
*tis above, far our of the reach of ſcandals, fuch as do offen | and 
do iniquity, of all finners and perfecutors be they men or Dcvils. 
Luther being asked when many were engaged and enraged againſt 
him, and fought his life, Where he thought he might be fate? 
replied, either (in one corner or other) znder heaven or tn heaven, 
Ile afſure you, you will havelittle content, comfort and peace on Nec Beatitui 
earth, if your hopes and hearts be not much in Heaven; and they e/*t {+ certu 
will never fix on Heaven, if your thought; and affeRion be not tet 292 h4verent 
upon it. Every day caſt up an eye towards Heaven, and by the '* jenper | 
Teleſcope of your faith ta .e the height of it, w— 

4 eterna ſr mor 

2. *Tts a moſt holy place}, after Saints have been in heaven upon finiretur Lud 
earth, had much communion with God, and comfort, they fall in- yjiy. ia Au 
to lome (in, and fuch a condition that all their hopes of ever get- de Civ. Det 
ting to heaven are ina manner loſt and gone, When God hath once libs 12. C1 
D 2 ſeated 
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ſeated you in heaven, you need not fear being plucked, or falling 
thence. Adam abode not in Paradiſe, Divines think, exe day 5 
ſome Angels that dwelt in heaven preſerving not their original ex- 
cellency, 10on left their habitation. But God takes his children to 
his houſe, that they may abide and dwell there for ever. 

2. Take an cxa& obſervation, view the glory of it, *tis the 
Kingdom of our Father, where he fits in hÞ-Majeſty in glory. *Tis 
ers, our own Inheritance, cur Father prepared it for us before the 
foundation of the world Every morning, every evening, through 
the peripeRive of the Word. contemplate Heaven; ſome mornings, 
Lords-days at leaſt, rife before the Sun, look up through the 
Aereal to the Sidereal Heaven, and thus meditate; Yonder are 
the glorious Heavens, where God hath putched a Tabernacle for the 
Sun, that glorious bridegroom comes out of his chamber, how doth 
he ſmile and rejoice to run hi race from the end of the heaven, to 
the ends thereof. Through grace 1 ſhall hereafter be even in this 
body more glorious than that Sun- There's another,the Empyrean, 
the third heaven,the place of reſidence of the God of glory, Thi- 
ther one day will he take me up to live for ever with himſelf in 
Slory, my Redeemer is already gone thither, and fits at his right 
band in the glory of the Father. Oh the height of that heaven ! *tis 
infinitely higher than that inferior heaven whence the Sun comes 
forth to ſhine for a while, yet a little while and that Sun will be 
laid aſide and ſet, ſet once for all, and be and ſhine no more, when 
I with bleſſed Saints and Angels ſhall be with Chriſt and God, and 
ſhine with them in glory to all eternity, Oh the height of that 
heaven ! *tis infinitely above the reach of Perfecutors, of all the 
Devils, of all the Damned, they will never pluck them thence , 
out of the hands of Feſus the Son of God ; they can't pluck him out 
of the right hand of his Father, nor his Father trom his Throne : 
Oh the holineſs of that place ! 

And when your thoughts and meditations have made you. more 
ſpiritual, more holy, more heavenly, and to ſhine more in grace 
and holineſs that day 3 then at the evening, when ye look out of 
your doors or windows, or walk forth, behold and think how do 
thoſe Stars, an innumerable company, differ in glory,yet all glifſen. 
What a vaſte reiplendent body is the Moon, each of the Planets ! 
all the light they, have was imparted to them by the Sun that ſhined 
in the day-time; all is nothing to the glory of Heaven. Oh the 
bolineſs of the higheſt heavens ! Where all the Stars,the _y that 
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ſhined as lights in the world, ſhall give forth their light, and ſhine 


as the Sun, and with light and glory imparted from the Lord Telus, ; 


the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine out in the glory of the Father ! 
How incomprehenſible (even to Saints, Angels, Chriſt himſelf as 
man.) muſt the glory of the Father be that communicates tuch lighr 
to Chriſt, Angels and Saints ! This 
beſpangled firmament ſeems glorious, 
"tis not heaven, nothing like it, not 
like rhe floor and pavement of our 
Fathers houſe ; *tis an out-room,which 
ſhall be pulled down and burnt. Above, above, is the Preſence» 
Chamber, | long to ſce the King in his Beanty, in his Palace, and 
will through grace live as a child of God, and hold forth the word 
of life in my converſation. 

3- Ponder upon the ſeafonableneſs of the time, not now, but 
1, at the Reſurreftion day, when fin, affliction, forrows, ſhall flee 
away, and fo forward, an inconceivable trac of time, Eternity, not 
meaſured by the duration of any creature, but of the ever-liwwimg 
God ſhall ye ſhine out. Think then, through the diſpoſition of the 
only wiſe God, ſome have their Sun-ſhine, others rainy and tem- 
peſtuous ſeaſons all their days 3 ſay, what though I have been moſt, 
if not all my days diſeſteemed, - yea contemn'd and ſcorned in the 
world, under many various long and fore afflitions, and had 
ſmall comfort but in ſuffering with and for Chriſt | This is my lot 
and portion, Hereafter [ ſhall reign with Chriſt, and be glorified, 
My Saviour once {aid io ſinners, this is your hour and the power of 
darkneſs. You have your authority by Divine permiſſion, and your 
Father the Devil, the Prince of Darkneſs, his Uſurpation by your 
high Court of Fuſtice,to extinguiſh me the Sun of Righteouſnels,the 
light of the world. *Tis but an hour. The Church once ſaid, Thss 
3s the day of Facob'”s trouble. She is ſtill militant under the Croſs, 
eclipſed with a cloud. ?Tis but for a day, then more gloriouſly will 
her light ſhine forth. The Pageantry of finners will toon be over. 
They come on the ſtage, dazzle ſpetators eyes, the ſcene will alter, 
ſuch as ated the part of Nobles,e*re long will appear astheyare,meer 
Beggars, nay in a worſe condition, when called to account for 
what they profuſely ſpent on their luſt, and when thrown into Hell 
that moſt hideous pr:ſor, from whence there is no redemption. In 
this vale of tears I ſit down and cry, Few and evil have my days 
been. The Church ſaid, Though I am comely look, not upon me, T'am 
ſcorched, 


Herbert, 


If in Heavens outward Court ſuch Beauty be, 
V/hat i the glory which the Saints do (ce ! 
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Feorched, Sun-burnt and much diſcoloured thereby. Nay, all my 


days have been one night. In perils oft, and too much in fears of 
them. ? Twill be day ! what's this to eternal life ! What's time to 
eternity / What's this moment to the hve thouſand years paſt ſince 
the Creation! yet that and all the time thatſhall be, which the 
Lord only knows;till the end of the World, is nothing to Eternity 
all that endlels eternity ſhall 1 ſhine forth in glory. 

2, At the day of Fudgment, when ſcandals, they that do int. 
quity, {ome that created me much dilquiet and diſcomfort in the 
world, ſhall be caſt into Hell, ſhall all my ſorrow be turned into Joys 
and my diſgrace into glory. Let eAntiochus be Epiphanes here, was 
not he eaten up of {ce or worms? and will not that greedy worm of 
Conſcience, 'gripe, gnaw, and feed upon his foul to all eternity ? 
Let H:rod( for his gorgeous apparel) be moſt :{luſtrious, had not he 
the fame Exit ? Act, 12 22,23. But v.24. The word of God prey 
and mult:phed. Let Bithops at Rome come forth in their Pontifica- 
liow, and their Olympia's in gold and filver, in all their gallantry ; 
and too many of our profeſſing Gentlewomen to their ſhame (for 
Ladies gencrally are more modeſt )in their apiſh French Modes and 
faſhions, they have little clſe to fet themfelves out with. Was not 
Dives one day clothed in fine linnen, in purple, (clad in ſcarlet- 
robes, which the ſumptuary Laws of the Romans allowed 
only the chief Magilirates to wear) the next in Hcll? and 
when out of curioſity he had looked for, but found not Lazarus, 
did he not lift up his eyes and eſpy Abraham in Heaven, with Laza- 
r4 in his boſon, (in his lap, on his knee, leaning on his boom) chee- 
ring him. Thou waſt as thy S.viour fome time in the world, and 
receivedſt, didſt patiently take from the ands of others, ſince thou 
lawe? the band of God in it,and didſt not bring upon thy lelf thine 
evil things; thou hadſt hard meaſure, ſcarce arag to thy back, a 
cruſt for thy belly z yonder's one lies that had enough to pare, 
might and ought to have relieved thee, but had no heart to do it, 
he had more reſpe& for his hounds than a child of God. Look ! 
now he's in 7orments, thou art and ſhall be comforted for ever. Thy 
Father hath called thee into this his Kingdom of Heaven with ever- 
laſting contolation to comfort thee z here ſhalt thou ſhine in glory 
for ever. So ſha'l | ſhine when many Dveſes ſhall be caſt into Hel] 


to be tormented for ever, weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing of their | 


teeth. 
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preſent, and future happineſs calls you to zry whether ye be righ- 
teous, and ſhall be glorified, 
1. Are you born of the Word, of the Spirit of God himſelf? 
1. Of the Word; was you ever by the Golpel read or preached, 
brought out of the Kingdom of Satan, the World, into the Churcy 
militant? Has the Word of God been the power of God to your 
converſion ? Were you by any Miniſters preaching Chriſt, brought 
over to Chriſt, ſo as you gave up your ſelves and your heart, touls 
and bodies, to the Lords Anointed, the Meſhah, the Chriſt, the 
great Prophet, the only King, Head and Saviour ot his Body. the 
Church, to be taught, governed and ſaved by him. How ſhall ye 
know this? why, 1. lt you, v- 23. received the feed, the Golpel 
into good ground, (| would not give you my own, much lets other 
mens, but the Lord Chriſts charaRers of the Regenerate), z.e. 
you heard the Word and underſtood it, it made ſuch impreſſion, and 
took deep root im your hearts, as made you leave the world, and 
cleave to Chriſt with full purpoſe of heart, at leaſt to be as deſirous 
and follicitous to be Subjetts of the Kingdom of Chriſt in grace, as 
to have a lot and ſhare with the righteous in the Kingdom of 
glory. You have known and learnt from the Word and Spirit, 
lomething of Chriſt, of his Grace and Truth, and of the life and 
immortality that he brought to light by the Goſpel. Whereas 
the firſt, the worſt ſort of hearers are all ignorant, careleſs, wil/- 
fully s2norant hearers, ſuch as hear the Word without attention, 
aff; & on, underſtanding z do not Zuri8yas, in their minds gd along 
with the Word till they underſtand it,and get grace,fpiritval light, 
and wiidom by it; they reliſting the motions of the good *prrir, 
God luffers the evil one to beguile them of it, by caſting vain, at 
lealt anſeaſonable thoughts into their minds. God gives encreale to 
the conlcientious, careful, attentive hearer, which he denies to 
the carelels and negligent, that will not attend and regard, but 
thinks to give the Miniſter the hearing is enough to ſtop the mouth 
of Conlcience, to fave his credit with profeſſors, yea to ſave his 
foul, (ſuch a cheat he puts upon himſelf ! 

2. Are you born of the Spirit * how ſhall you clear that? why, 
if v.23. you bear fruit, as g00d corn doth in a fertile foil, which 
grows and comes up in a hundred, where many ears ſpring from 
the ſame root ;, or ſixty, where ſewer; or thirty, where the feweſt 
corns for one; as perſons are wrought upon by the Word and Spi- 
rit, 


2. ”Tis time for me to beſeech the concern of your comfort at 
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Hp caſting vp all prejudice : Cre, by friendly communications ac- 
qualiit your nurſing Fathers how corrupt you were) wherewith all 
carnal unregenerate perſons are clogged and do abound, 4w2z. all 
malice, guile, bypocriſies, envies, evil ſp:akings. Do you dej;r2 the 
milk of the word that ye may grow thereby, Wher- [pirttual tte 15s 
there will be fpiritual longings for {piritual food, for the preterva- 


tion and nouriſhnent of it, for augmentation in each part, not * 


heavenward. Do you relliſh moſt tuch particular fubj:&s concern- 
ing Grace, (hriſt, God in Chriſt, as your hearts were at firſt moſt 
wrought upon by ? youl think you can never hear enough of thele 
Truths by which you had a taſte bow gracicu the Lord ts : Sincere 
milk of the Word,that is not adulterated with humane inventionsz 
pure Golpcl is /piritu3!, may not | ſay Angelical food ; they long, 
bow down, that with their eyes fix:2d upon the Propitiatory, on 
Chrilt,they may lo0%k into the Goſpel which the Holy Ghoſt ſends 
down from heaven, See more of Chriſt and the grace of God, 
and get a ſip whereby they may be fed with {;zht in their love, ad- 
mirations and praites of God bleſſed for ever, The child of God 
can no more digeſt ſome mens quaint Orations, others ſublime Dil- 
courtes, than Auſtin could Tallies works where he found not the 
name of eſs. The end he propoſes to himlzelf in hearing, is that 
he may grown grace, the knowledy of Chriſt, conformity to him, 
ipiritual and heavenly-mindednefls, in likenets to God, bolznef in all 
manner of converſation, 1 Per, rt. 14, 15, 16. in abſtaining from 
fieſhiy luſts, and having his converſation honeſt amongſt others, that 
God may be glorified, Conſider, 1 Pet. 1. 4, 5, 6, 7- 

2. Doyou grow by the Word ? But your growth being gradual 
and diſcernable rather by others than your ſelves, retolve this 
queſtion, 

z- Can you clear vour Regeneration to your own fouls by your 
living a new life and convertation? a n:w life in holinefs, which is 
callzd the life of God,argues a new, a Divine nature ; he is born of 
God, that is a new man created a'ter God, afrer his Image and 
likenels in righteouſneſs and holinefs of truth 5 compare your ſelves 
with Rom, 6. 4. Eph. 4th. & 5th. Chapters. And Col, z. newnels 
of life and converſation is the beſt evidence of Regeneration. Ye 
did live lize m:n, according to the courſe of the world, (in the ape 


you live in) according to the Devil, in diſobedience, the luſts of 
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the fleſh, and carnal mind, the fulfilling your manifold wills and 
pleafures;zdo ye now live and walk like the children of God; 3.e. in an 
holy awe of God, ſerving him with filial reverence, and out of 
love, in ways well pleaſing to him? Is your fear more todiſpleaſe 
God than man ? your care to pleaſe him rather than your ſelves or 
others? you lived a careleſs lecure carnal lifez do you live a ſtrif, 
a ſpiritual life now?Ye were worldly,are you heavenly-minded,and 
your thoughts and affeKions ſet on the 7& rw, things of everlaſt- 
ing concernments to your precious immortal fouls. Ye lived in the 
commiſſion of ſuch fins, the omiſſion or carelels performance of 
{uch and fuch duties (your hearts tell you what Miniſters cannot, 
therefore ſpeak to you only in Generals), do you find through 
grace now ye dare not, do not, atleaſt, will not do it ? Believe it, 
a change in the heart is beſt diſcerned by a reformation in the life z 
mens living another life than they did,whilft in a ſtate ot ſin,nature, 
and unregeneracy, both as to their leaving known ſins, and living 
in the praiſe of known duties, 

2. Are ye righteous through reputation? after ye were wrought 
off from a courſe in fin, to a conſtant courſe in duty, were ye 
brought off from reſting on your own righteouſneſs in careful ab- 
ſtaining from fin, performance of duty, to relye wholly on Chriſt 
and his righteouſneſs for Juſtification ? All the children of God 
{ooner or later are brought over, nor only from ſin to duty, but 
allo trom ſelf, and ſelf-righteoutnels tro Chrsſt. by taith vnited to, 
and ingrafted into him. They ſee their beſt fervices are impure, ime 
perfe&, they need Chriſt and his righteouſneſs, ſo defire, 7hil. 3.9, 
They are brought to this at laſt, though it may be long firſt 3; faith 
in Chriſt, the feed of it may be wrought in regeneraticn, long be- 
fore the perceptible ating and exerciſe of that grace, and (if you 
will call it ſo, the younger Twin) Repentance towards Ged pets 
the ſtart; for when man has been throughly convinced he has by 
ſin deterved hell, (poor creature tis natural for him {o to do) he 
ſecks by a righteouſneſs of his own to climb up to heaven. We ſhould 
do duty as if we were to get to heaven by it;, but truſt no more to it, 
than rf we were togo to hell for it ;, for pilings | mean in the perfor- 
mance of it, Do ye know, believe, ye were made ſinners, guilty, 
liable to eternal death, upon the ſpecial verdstF of the Bleſſed Tri- 
nity on that righteous ſentence of the Law,the Covenant of Works, 
Gen. 2. 15- by the diſobedience of the firſt e Adam? and that ye 
can never be acquitted therefrom but through the n—_ 4 
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Chriſt the ſecond Adam by your believing on him, and his righ' 
teouſnels ? have you had the ſenſe of that fin, that guilt lying vo 
on you, as much as the guilt of the want of original righteoul- 
neſs, corruption of nature,, of aftual fins of omiſhon and commil- 
fion ? have you had a ſight of your need of Chriſt, of his perfeR 
righteoulnels,fo as to apprehend it as that wherewith alone God is 
and can be well pleaſed and fatisfied ; and as that which is only ſuf. 
ficient to juſtiſte you in his ſight ? Fave you by faith applied and 
appropriated this rightcouſnels to your ſclves, and fo truſted, s. e. 
hoped in Chriſt after ye heard this word of Truth ? Ephe/. 1.7. This 
Goſpel of your Salvation, FE phel. 1, 12,1 3. Do youlay the weight 
of all your confidence, all your hopes for Salvation, on this corner- 
ſtone Chriſt, God-man, on whom the Church is built ? The more 
after Regeneration ye abſtain from ſin,perform duty, the more will 
you fce (in in your natures, lives, and the guilt of commiſſions and 
omiſſions; careleſneſs in the performance, if not negleRs of duty, 
(you'l have lets ſin, but more light, and fo not have, but fee more 
fin in and by your ſelves) and the more your (in, unrighteoufneſs, 
and the impurity and imperfeRion of your own righteouſneſs, the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt,& the perfe&tion of it areditcovered to you, 
the more will ye go on from faith to faith, and live by it,Rom 16.17. 

3- Are yourighteous inchoatively, 5.e. in part, ſome meaſure 
and degree purified and fanRified by the Word, and through the 
Santtification of the Spirit unto obedience? 1. Have you righteouſ- 
neſs inherent, gracious diſpoſitions, and habitual grace, the graces 
* of the Spirit infuſed into and wrought in you? By thele is the 
new nature clearly evidenced. The bleſſed God having created a 
new man, will not leave off his work till he hath made him a real 
and conſpicuous Saint z do you find,as a corrupt nature, remainders 
of indwelling fin by evil diſpoſitions inclining you to that which is 
evil, ſo a ſan&ified nature by gracious diſpoſitions inclining,byaſſing 
you to that which is holy, juſt and good? Do thoſe diſpoſitions 
the bleſſed Spirit moving you to frequent exerciſe?become habitual, 
Rom. 4. 5, 6. & 7. 14-to the end. 

In the unregenerate and un{an@ified ones, there are nothing but 
evil diſpoſitions, which the Devil helping on, grow up into evil ha- 
bits, and ſtrongly incline them to that which isevil, to love it, and 
todo it. In the ſanRified, though there be corruption, yet there is 
grace ;, though there be remainders even of hypocrsſie, yet there is 


truth of grace, and many gracious diſpoſitions infuſed by the Spi- 
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rit, which by his mighty co-operation with the Word, grow into 
habits, ſtrongly fet them againſt all evil, make them hate and ab- 
horit, and byalſs them unto that which is good, waking thera to 
love it, Rom. 7. 19, they would do that good which they do not, 
and would not do that evil which they do 5 whereas a ſinner, a 
wicked man, that good that he coth, he wou'd nor do;, that evil 
which he doth, he would 4s, and he Goth it in defpighr of God and 
man, and his own conſcience, very freely, very willingly, indeed 
with all lis heart. Therctore, 

2. Doth grace in your heart frequently ſhew it ſelf: 1, By 
your hatred of ſin ;, of every falſe way that appears to you by 
the light of the Word and Spirit fo to be? And, 2. by your 
love to holineſs and righteoutnels, and an univerſal reſpeCt ro af 
Gods commands ? is the firm and full reſolution ot your touls, and 
your daily enceavour,to bring your hearts and lives intoas near a 
conformity to the mind and will of God as poſſbly ye can. Though 
ye too oft ſail in the doing of it, is it the defire of your hearts and 
your endeavour to be as good, holy, righteous, as God would 
nave you to be ? weaker Chriſtians ſeeing many failings in their 
duties, much fin in their hearts, little good done in their lives, con- 
cluce they are not regenerate, they ſhould diſcern and bzwail that 
they are ſanttified but in part, and pray and ſtrive that they may 
be wholly. Had they not been regenerate, they could not have 
ſeen that fin which they fee, nor have done duty 5, and had they 
not been {anQtified, they could not have fo hated fin which they 
ſee, and ſo loved righteoulneſs,as to be much troubled that they 
do ſo much of the one, lo little of rhe other. 

3, That ye may know whether you have not enly gracious 
diſpoſitions, but habits, the graces ot the Spirit in you, Chi: fly 
have an eye to your Work, buſineſs, and employment in the world. 
True, PaulCid not fome good that he would, did do fome fin that 


he would not ; yet he Cid abſtain from much evil, do much good ;, 


Who to much as he ? the weakeſt, pooreſt Saint does ſome good; 
that is rot only his profeſhon but his trave, his calling. Ye cannot 
but know what work you have been doing, and Gone fince you 
came into the world. What good have ye done in your places and 
generations ? Fob. 5.28, 29. they that ſhould have minded things 
of concernment, <2d many - frivolous things or a&tions that ſhould 
be done, but not ar ight according to Gods appointment; and many 
miſchievous atts ſhail ariſe.to condemnation ;, and they which have 
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29 
done many and many a gooa att and deed, good for their kind, and 
the manner of their doing of them from good principles, and for 
right ends, ſhall arile to the ReſurreRion of lite, a lite in glory 3 
remember as muci as ye can of your good afions. Try them by 
the Touchtone 3 Co you think they will abi:'c the ersz! another 
day,at the day of jnagment? Oh that there werea heart in all of 
you to do all that has been deſired in the fizht of God! then am 
lure you will, 

4. Above all,try whether you have in all been upright and ſin- 
cere, and righteous before God : Do you give God his due, and 
to men theirs, and do both as under the eye, in the /irhr of God? 
The Formaliſt gives God part , not his whole due, his budy, not his 
ſoul ; his cap and knee, but not his heart ; he regards not God, and 
God regards not him, The meer eIoraliſt will give man his dueghe 
cither reſpects or fears him, but will not give God his ; he gives to 
God very little, if any at all ; he cares but little for God, and God 
as little for him. The hypocrite pretends to give bath God and man 
their due; carries it fo as if he would have others think he doth it; 
but God ſees him, fees he doth all to be ſeen of men, nothing as in 
the ſight of God, he hath his reward. Only the truly righteous 
gives (as well as he can) both God and man their due, and doth both 
as in the ſight of God; bis eye 8s upon God, and to him God looks 1, 
him God approves, and will accept of notwithſtanding all his fail- 
ings. One that is upright and fincere,is righteous before God.By theſe 
plain charaRers you may diſtinguith him trom an hypocrite : 

1. In general, he is one that walks with, and before God, Gen.2.4. 
40. & 48. 15. through his whole converſation, which way {oever 
he gots, and every ſtep he takes, More particularly, 

1. i'e hath always an eye to Gods precepts, as P/al. 16, 8. He 
ſets the Lord always before him, that he may not be moved; 10 he ſcts 
Gods commands before him that he may not be miſtaken or miſled, 
So he walks in the Law of God, in his ways, Pal. 1 19. 1,2, 3, 4s 
11, 39. 97, 142. Yea, v.6. He has reſpett ro all Gods commands ; 
when he perceives a call to duty, a command from God, im:nediate- 
ly in the fear of God, and the ſtrength of Chriſt,he ſets upon the 
per 'Ormance of it, Gal. 1. 15, 16. he ſtands not to confer and con« 

ſalt with fleſh and blood, any man living, not the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves; they might wonder, ſulpe& him, fo diſſwade him from 
preaching v. 1 3. You have been a known notorious perlecutor, 
who dares hear, truſt you ? who will kelieve you-? or atvile hin 
in 
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in pruJence to forbear a while, till Chriſtians were better ſatisfied 
concerning him, Hypocrites are much ruled by, they take for 


DoE&rines and Canons the commands of men. *T[isnot the Will of 


God, but of others, or their own will, that is the rule they walk by, 
Have they at any time any reſpe& to any of Gods Commands? 
Ticy*l pick and chuſe ſuch as they can make to ſuit their humour, 
and ferve their intereſt and reputation. 

2. To the Lords Threatnings, Gen. 49. HowcanlT dothy, ſaith 
holy Foſeph, and ſin againſt God? If | ſhould do it, my Maſter 
may be angry, my God much more; Adulterers, God ( that ices 
them, though others ſhould never know of it }) will judge, Oae 
that is upright, ſerves God with reverence and godly fear, as know- 
ing that even our God #s a conſuming fire, Pl. 119. 125, Ex, 1,15, 
That wicked King ſpake to the Midwives, his word was a Law, 
verſ, 16. ye ſhall kill the male Children of the Hebrews, or lole 
my favour, your Office, or dye your felyes, ver/. 17. but they 
teared God, that commanded, You ſhall nor kill, and threatned, 
Gen. 9. 6. if ye do, ye ſhall dye; and did not as the King com- 
manded, but as God. They ſaved the Children, Ads 4. 19, 18,19. 
Dan, 3: 15, 17; A real Saint fears God and- the King ;, an Hypo- 
crite ſtands only in ſome awe of the Civil Magiſtrates and the Laws, 
and his fear towards God is taught by the precepts and edits of men, 
E/. 29, 13. Whatever Country he lives in, he will be of the ſame 
Keligion the chief Magiſtrate, and ſuch as are in greateſt power 
and: authority are of z and will _ his Religion, Opinions, 
PraQifes, as the times and the Laws in force change. 

3- To the Lords Promiſes, Plal. 119 166. on them his hopes for 
ſalvation hang: That he hopes for, and to doth Gods commands. 
He walks with God, becauſe that God has promiſed to be his God, 
who is Alſufficient, to make him happy here and for ever, Gen. 15. 1, 
As Hypocrites fear men more than God, fo they look to get more 
by pleaſing men than God z-they look to what the World promiſes, 
to what their own hearts promiſe them, If they do as others, 
ſerve God, they ſhall get acquaintance, into credit, and gain 
thereby. Their care is not to ſerve God, but to make God and Re- 
ligion to ſerve them, to ſerve theinſelves of them, A Saints care is 
to plcaſe God, he looks for all from him, he looks on all creatures 
as broken Reeds, empty Ciſterns,as creatures that can do him no 
200d without God. Through the Promiſe, he looks on God as 
God, az Almighty, &lfufficient, and verily believes, fince God 

Can- 


cannot lye, that he will lay out his Almighty Power and Alfuſfi- 
ciency, not only for his proteRion, but allo his temporal, ſpiritu- 
al, and eternal good: So he walks with ( as the Apoſtle renders 
the Word) pleaſeth God, thats all his care. 

4. To our Lords Preſence, to Gods Alſeeing Eye; Phariſaical 
hypocrites, Matt. 6. do all to be ſeen of men; Pray in Market- 
places, blow Trumpets when they give Alms, their charity that 
fills the Bellies of ſome, ſhall fill ' & Ears of all. Come and ſee my 
zeal, faith Fehbu ! Did ever es, Phinehas, or David, or any of 
the Lords faithful, zealous Servants ſay ſo? No, an wpright Saint 
delights in ſecret holineſs, and takes infinitely more content in being 
and doing good, than in being known to beand do ſo. There's ma- 
ny an Hypocrite that ſeems much better than he #;, and many a 
poor Saint that is really much better than he ferws to be. Ar all 
times he doth all to be ſeen of God, and is much in private duty, 
where he can be ſeen only of him that ſees in ſecret. He prepares 
his heart, and then, P/al. 116. 14. pays his Vows to our Lord be- 
fore all his people; yea, as Fotham, 2 Chron, 27. 6. he prepares 
his ways before the Lord his God, 5. e. his counſels, deſigns, (State- 
affairs.) and all his ations, as under Gods Eye, knowing God 
ſtood a ſpeftatenr overlooking him, an eye-witneſs obſerving him, 
a Fudge that would call him to account. Paul, 2 Cor, 12, 13, 
ſpake before God in Chriſt, he was not as many that corrupt the 


. Word of God, but as of ſincerity, 4s of Ged, in the ſight of God 


ſpa''e he in Chriſt, 2 Cor. 2. 17. So he commended himlelf to 
every mans Conſcience in the ſight of God, 2 Cor. 4.2. that his 
care of Souls in the fight of God might appear to them, 2 {or. 7.12. 
Sincere hearers preſent themſelves before God, As 10. z;. He 
ſays not, we are preſent before thee. Some hearers, like Simon 
Magw, have hearts altogether corrupt, rotten, ſtark naught, not 
in the leaſt right with God, When he ſaw the Word of God pre- 
vaiPd more than his Sorceries, got his Diſciples from him, and his 
Reputation was gone, he turns, hears for company, believes alſo, 
makes ſuch a profeſſion, as he was Baprized his heart was ſet on 
the advantage he might have if he cou'd Preach, and alſo procure 
from the Apoſtles the faculty of giving the Holy Ghoſt. Others 
have hearts like Amaziah, not perfett, 2 Chron. 25. 2. not per- 
fealy ſound and fincere ;, ſuch will fall away as he did, verſ. 14. 
The Apple you find ander the Tree looks well, look wiſhiy, and 
youl perceive ſome ſpecks within, and ſee *tis rotten at the Core. 

| How 
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'How gallantly did Zoaſh demean himſelf as a Religious Prince, a 


zealous Reformer ! he did that which was right in the ſight of the 
Lord , all his days, 1.e. all the days of jehoiada, all his days 
wizzrcin he inſtruRted him, 2 Chron. 24.3, 2 Kings 12.2. His 
Tutor, a gocly man, had an eye to him, and upon kim, aid he an 
eye to bu Tutor, a reſpeft for him, and thence dic that which for 
the matter of it was right in the ſight of the Lord in a good 
mood was more forward and z:alous in repairing the Houle of God 
than his Tutor, verſ. 4 5, 6. chides him 5 but, ver. 17. 18. as 
toon as Fehorada was dead, out of fight and hearing, he tel r9 his 
own Courle and E145 again, kis eye being only to th: Lor''s people; 
anc! the Lords Miniſter, though he did what was right in the ſight of 
God, bu heart was not right with Ged;, he took up the Religion of 
tic fawning Princes of Fudah, That was more for his turn, his 
incer:t now. But would he not repent if any of the Lords Mi- 
riſters would boldly tell him of his backſlidings? No, many did, 
v&cr/. 18,19. them he regarded not. Fehoiada's own Son did, and 
he g:ve exprels order they ſhould Stone him. So , many arc 
righreou: before men, that godly Miniſters, good people may have 
a Feat Opinion of them, z, they carry it cunningly, whilſt godly 
Miniſters, Parents, Friends, Acquaintance live ; yet are Hypo- 
crites and groſs Diſſemblers before God. 

5- But the occaſion calls louder upon me than the time, and 
conſtrains me to be thus abrupt, ( to omit the remainder of this, 
ard the uſe of conlolation, which will take up anotter S eet, an 
may co:ue 10 your view. ) 

There'ore ſtay, Sirs; Ye that hape heard Mr. Charnock Preach, 
yea, if there be any luch here, that firſt gave your own ſelves unto 
the Lord, then unto him by the wil, of God, ye will hearken, ye will 
be «xhorred and prevailed with. 

Isit? Isitnot? Iknowit is, your hearts deſir, to be received 
into thc Kingdom of your Father, and be perfeRly glorified : Let 
it be ycur conſtent care and endeavour to be found ſtill amongſt 
the righteous, t» ſhine in grace, in holinels and righteouſnels, in 
light and love, faith and new obedience; above all, in uprightne 
and ſincerity. Be ye righteous before God, in his All-diſcerning eye, 
not onlv in your own, or other mens eyes, which may ſoon, eaſ1- 
ly be d:zec, blinded, and ſo deluded by you. At your leafure 
weigh tnele Scriptures, 1 Theſ, 4. 1, to 10. Luke 1. 75. and 


1 Theſ.3.12,13. 
Thus 


"n 
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Thus ye will Embalm the Deceaſed, put him in the beſt Repoſi- 
tory, and preſerve in your minds his Remains, Yeare to eternize 
the name of that Reverend and Excellent Divine, your faithful Pa- 
ſtor, Mr. Stephen Charnock,, a name of precious and eternal memo- 
ry 3 yeare to follow his faith, to wakk in the way of righteouſneſs : 
you ſaw how he went betore you. My obſervation of his walking, 
growth, and perſeverance in the way that is called Holy, makes 
me conclude, that he was, 

1. A ſincere Convert, born of the Word and Spirit, the ſeed of 
Grace and Righteouſneſs ſprang up betimes in his heart. The Deed 
of Gift, or rather Copy of it, which ſhewed his title to Heaven, 

_} believe periſhed with his Books in Londons flames; and I have for- 
got the particular places of Scripture , by which he was moſt 
wrought upon, which were there infcrted. That it was pure Go- 
fſpel is evident ( whatever any ( that heard him not) may think 
or have heard of his Preaching but Morality or Metaphyſicks ) in 
all his Sermons, Prayers, Converſation, Goſpel-light appeared to 
each that had any thing of the ſpirit of diſcerning, and Love dil 
abound more and more in knowledg, in all judgment and experience. 
How would he deeply fearch into, and prove things that differ 
( which many others at firſt view would well approve of ) and allow 
only what he found pure and excellent, whereby he might make 
himſelf, others fincere, without offence, and to be filled with the 
fruits of righteouſneſs. 

For this 1 had him in my heart, at my firſt acquaintance with him 
in Cambrieze, Thirty fx years ſince; I found him one that, Foſfah- 
like, had turned to the Lord with all his heart, all his ſoul, and all 
bis might, and none like him z4 which did more endear him to me. 
How had he hid the Word of God, in a fertile foyl, a good and 
boneſt beart , which made him flee youtbful laſts, and Antidoted 
him againſt the infe&ion of youthful vanitics ! Fu Study was his 
Recreation , the Law of God all bu delights, Hac he it not, 
think ye, engraven on his heart? He was as choice, circumſpe&t 
and prudent in hiseleQtion of Society, as of Books to converle with z 
all his delight being in ſuch as excelled in the Divine Art of dirct- 
ing, furthering, and quickening him in the way to Heaven, the 
Love of Chriſt and Souls, Moſt choice he was of the AMiniſters 
that he would hear z what he learnt from Books, Converſe, or 
Sermons ( that which aff e&ed and wrought moſt upon him ) he 
prayed over till he was del"veredinto the form of it, and had-Chrift, 
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Grace and the Spirit formed /in him. True, he had been darkre/s, 
and then (he ſaid) ſull of dowbtings, fears, and grievoully peſtred 
with temptations. *Tis in the night the ugly Serpent crawls forth ; 
alas, he was to be trained up,as he might counſel and comfort others ; 
but God voucbſafed to dart ſuch raies into his heart, as gave the 
light of the knowledg of the glory of God in the face, the per- 
fon of Jeſus Chriſt. So was he made light in the Lord, and belie- 
ving on Chriſt, and God in him, filled with inward peace and com- 
ort. 

21y, He was a ſound Believer, and oft ſaid be eſteemed his own 
righteouſneſs as none at all, nor would he be found in it; *twas 
impure, imperfe&, defiled, ſ4in'd like a menſtruous cloth. All his 
delire was to be found in Chriſt, and arrayed with the fine linnen, 
clean and ſhining, the righteouſneſs of the Saints. One excellency 
of this excellent Divine lay in his knowledg, belief of, and the 
ſoundneſs of his judgment, to clear unto the underſtanding of 0. 
thers fundamental Truths, viz. concerning the firſt Covenant, the 
apoſtacy and defe&ion of our firſt Parents, (by which term the 
Fathers in the Primitive times judiciouſly delight to delineate the 
fall of Adam,and ours in him,) The firſt promile that 11;@70 £v2944- 
a9» concerning Chriſt the ſeed of the Woman, and that before 
the Judiciary fentence paſt; The Covenant of Redemption, the 
New Covenant of Grace (which filled up the greateſt room in his 
head, heart, meditations, prayers and Ciſcourſes} the nature of 
Original ſin, want of original righteouſneſs, corruption of na- 
ture, impoſſibility of being juſtified by the Law, by Works, Juſti- 
fication by Chriſt, by faith in him, the ſufferings of Chriſt, Re- 
generation, &c. and the love of God in all, 

How oft have we found him (as if he had lately been with Paul 
caught up into the third Heaven, and heard unſpeakable words) 
magnifying and adoring the mercy, love, and goodneſs of God, 
the freenels, and the riches of his Grace, in giving the promiſe be- 
fare the ſentence, giving Chriſt, righteouſnels and faith in him ? 
Oh! ſaid he oft to this eſſe, the grace of God ! the freeneſs and 
exceeding riches of his grace, who is rich in mercy, for his great 
love wherewith he hath loved us ! he was pleaſed to make us veſſels 
of grace and mercy, when he might have made us veſſels of wrath ! 
That ever the Lord ſhould have thoughts of mercy on ſuch ſinful 
creatures, ſuch vile wretches, worſe than worms or Toads / They 
have poyſon in them, but no enmity againſ# God, Oh i God 

ould 


LC 35] 
thould give his Chriſt for ws, to ws, and faithin Chriſt, both wor! 
it, and preſerve it in us ! 

Yea, he was one that /ived by faith, and he is gone to receive 
the end of it, the ſalvation of his ſoul. 

zly, He was no Solifidian, but being ſanRified in part, truly Aizawouy 
righteous: 1. Having infuled habits of grace and righteouſnels in 5:c0S5uerk 
him, light and love, faith and hope, inclining him to walk in zew ©, 7 
obedience, and worthy of the Lord unto all pleaſing. ge | 

1. Knowledg, without which the heart is not good 5, he knew the nm 
grace of God in truth, and through grace had treafured up a large Clem. Alc 
ſtock of ſaving, ſolid, praftical, experimental knowledg, which Adm. ad 
furniſhed him with great abilities, not only to convznce gain-ſay- Gzat. p. 16 
ers, which crept in as new lights, of their broaching old errors ; 
but (wherein he did moſt delight) to give knowledg and diſcretion 
to weaker Chriffians, and to illuminate and inſtr#tt the righteous, 
Many able Miniſters loved to fit at his feet, for they received by 
one Sermon of his thole inſtructions, which they could not get 
by many Books or Sermons of others. His heat and zeal for the 
honour of God, and the good of fouls, was proportioned to his 
light; he was as much a bzrning, as a ſhining light. 

21y, As for his ſparkling love, he had bowels of compaſſion for 
ſinners to ſnatch them out of the flames, and for Saints to dire# 
them into the {ove of Chriſt, of holineſs and righteouſneſs, —--— 
I need not ſpeak unto you of his Preaching : How oft went he to 
children of light walking in darkneſs, to cheer and revive them with 
cordials, wherewith the Lord had uſually refreſhed him ! This 
great Phyſician of ſouls had great prattice, and was rarely found 
out of his ſtudy, where he was commonly immured five days in the 
week, twelve hours each of thoſe days. (I will not ſay as ſome, to 
make one Sermon, I know he had other work there); unleſs gone 
to viſit and relieve his Patients. 

3. For his Hope, he might appeal to God and ſay with David, Pl. £19,166 
Lord, I have hoped for thy ſalvation; the great ar | glorious, the TOY 
promiſed rewards, eternal life and glory ; and fo have done thy com- 
mandment, as the righteous have z, be had hopes in his death. *T was 
his longing deſire, and his hopes were that he ſhould ſhortly be in 
that ſinleſs eſtate in Heaven, where there is the '*Azw, the perfei- 
on of grace and holineſs. Hypocrites fancying ſomething they 
know not what of the glory and happineſs of that place, I believe 
ſometimes have deſires to go to Heaven when they die, and hopes 

2 they 


3 


they ſhall go, thinking themſelves t os good for hell, and better than 
m:iny-others 3 but ſure they would reach and puriue more after ho- 
lineſs and perfetion, were their deſires after, and hopes for Heaven 
real and fincere: but as to Mr.Charnock, thele gracious dilpoſitions 
incliz'd him, 

ily, To love righteouſneſs, to cheriſh, countenance, and encou- 
rage holineſs, and to hate iniquity, to reprove fin where he found it, 
thou h in his deareſt friends (imitating his Father in Heaven, who 
is not only an all ſeeing God that elpies lin where ever it is, but 16 
holy, pure and perfe&, that he hates fin where ever he finds it), 
yet his reproofs never brake the head, but beald the heart, weat 
down ſmoothly like precios oyt, being compounded of fuch ingre- 
dients, much Chriſtian meekneſs, prudence, compaſſion, love as 
well as zeal. Yea, 

2. Grace in the heart {ct his hands at work, the work of righte- 
ouſneſs, made him only mind that work, and ſo much abound in 
it. *hould you bring me many eminent Saints, choice Miniſters, 
y<t I believe I may lay without adulation, Mr, Charnock did labour 
more than them all. 1 am ſure (though I do not particularize them) 
his works will be had in remembrance, and praiſe bim in the gates. 

So I queſtion not but the Lord did accept him, z/y, As Righte= 
oz in his own eyes, though I ay, it may be you oblerved ſome fail- 
ings in him. That which 1 wiſhly looked for, and am perſwaded 
I found in him; (ſor fo far as*tis in man to judp, it ſeemed to me 
the moſt ſparkling Jewel in the Crown of Glory which he wore 
upon his head) was ſincerity ;, he would give God his own, himſelf, 
ſoul and body a living and an acceptable {acrifice, his whole heart, 
his life, which he ſpent in the ſervice of God, and of the faith of 
his people, (I remember (if 1 miſtakenot) ſomething hereply'd to 
one that told him, If he ſtudied fo much,*twould coſt him his life ; 
to this efft&. Why /! it coſt Chriſt his life to redeem an4 ſave me.) 
His time, which he husbanded beſt to that end ; his Talents, Parts, 
Gifts and Graces. He. was care(ul to watch over his heart, that he 
xnew too well to truſt, and againſt ſpiritxal pride. *T was apparent 
he had frequently been with God 11 the Mount efpecia:ly at Sacra- 
m. nt-ſealons (when Chriſt is as it were transfigured, lzvely crucs- 
fied before his people, and looks with a moſt amiable countenance, 
wh-ze and ruday;) his face then, and after his converſation,ſhone in 
hol n 6; yet tuch was his humility,he himſelf took no notice of is, 
though others Cid obſerve it with.admiration 3 he would adhere to 
Chriſt; 


14 


Chrift, obſerve his Ordinances according to his preſcription. And 
his main care was always to wor hip God in {pirit and in truth, 

2/y, As to himlclt he watched and kept his garments, as he kept 
himiclf wnſpotted from the world. 

zly He gave others their due ; one inſtance whereof, he was a 
Preacher of Righteouſneſs. He, or rather Chriſt in him by the blet. 
{cd Spirit preached in leafon and out of feafon, fomerimes to fuch 
as would not be perlwaded. Bur, 

4ly, Eſpecially to his Flock,, whether many others came flock- 
ing like Doves unto the windows, that he might better fulfill this 
righteouſneſs of his Office. He did Tz $av7y Teg7]ew x) uh Tunes 
wortiy, which as Plato affirms, 7 iz-wrurn tr, or rather as the Apo- 
ſtle eXhorts, he did ſtudy to be quiet, and to mins] and do bis own bu- 
ſineſs 5, and all his care was to work out the falvation of himlſclf, and 
oft his people, 

Indeed not long after he had received light himſelf, when the 
Lord by his bleſſing on his endeavours kad qualified him for ir,tuch, 
tuch was his love, he gave forth light unto others, inviting them, 
and ſaying, Come and ſee Feſus, 

I, In Southwark , where teven or eight in that little time Provt- 
dence continued him there, owned their converſion under God to 
his Miniſtry, and were the ſeal and Letters Teſtimonial thereof. 
Then in the Univerſity of Oxford and adjacent parts. After in 
Dublin,where it might be ſaid of his,as it was of the Lords preach- 
ing in the land of Zebulon, The people which ſat in darkneſs ſaw 
great light : and to them which fat in the region of the ſhadow of 
death light ſprang up. FOek 

And laſtly, in this great City, where his {phere being not ſpact- 
ous enough for ſo great a light, was enlarged. Here he intended 
to have given forth a compleat body of Divinity ; but alas! after 
he had demonſtrated the Being and Exiſtence of God, this Sun fer 
before he had gone over half of his tranſc<ndent Excellencies and 
Perf. ions. 

The laſt ſubjeR he treated on and finiſhed, was the Patzence of 
God. He was looking what to ſay next of the Mercy, Grace and 
Goodneſs of God,which he is gone to fee and to admire; tor he found 
that which he oſt looked and longed for, The mercy of our Lord 
Teſus unto eternal life in heaven, where he ſhines now, 

Indeed all the while he was upon the Attributes of God,he mo- 
ved with-that extraordinary ſtrength and celerity, 'twas an arg 
ment 
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ment of his near approach unto his center, his everloſting R eſt 
and if it bz true, as {ome ſay, that the Soul doth prominere in Vior- 
te, his words were too true Predittions, and from his Soul, when 
he ſaid that concerning Divine patience would be his aft Sermon, 
which the Lord grant may prove Salvation to all that heard him, 
Lec me adviſe you, dry your eyes, he is tranſlated to Heaven to 
ſoine forth. | 
Here your Timethy was ſomething obſcured by manifold infirmi- 
ties, a crazy Body, weak Eyes, one dark, the other dim; a Hand 


that would thake ſometimes, an infirm Stomack, an aking Head, 


a, fugitive memory , Whica after it had failed him ſometimes, he 
would never truſt again but verbatim, pen'd and read all his Notes 
whereas till of late years, in Preaching he never look'd within them: 
more by alittle Paſſion or choler, which through grace he turned 
into the right channel : moſt of all by foul and falſe Aſperſions calt 
upon him, as it he was Melancholly, Referv'd, Untociablez ro 
which, all his acquaintance will give a charaRer of him diametri- 
cally oppoſite. How cheerful, free, loving, {weet-diſpoſition'd 
was he in all Companies where he could take delight ! He was their 
Love, their Delights. 

Well, your Stephen has ſeen the Glory of God, and Feſws at his 
right hand, in the Glory of the Fatber, and now he ſhines forth as a 
Star, as the Sun it elf for ever and ever. I know it, the Word 
of God is Truth, They that turn many to righteouſneſs, ſball ſhine 
as the ſtars for ever, Dan. 12. 3. | 

As a Learned Rabbin comments upon the Words, They that in 
their life-time followed the righteouſneſs of God-and were the ad- 
juvant cauſes to make others to work and do righteouſneſs, ſhall 
attain to a more eminent degree of light and glory from the bright- 
neſs of the Shechinah,or the Divine Preſence, and their faces thall 
ſhine as the face of Moſes did, when he had been long fed with, 
and lived upon the Dzvine-light, and that for ever; for they ſhall 
ſin no more, as here, as oft as they linned, they loſt degrees of the 
excellency of their dignity z but ſhall with an ab/olate perfettion be 
made perfe& : Then alſo, whatever did let and opprels their ſhining 
forth, viz, the Captivity (we may lay Temptations to lin, or their 
being in part carnaland ſold under ſin) Satan, and the evil figment, 
or remainders of corruption ſhall ceaſe. 

And you know that your Sun which is now let,did follow after 
holinels, and rejoyced as a ſtrong man, a Giant to run. that race ; 

the 


39 
the light of his DoArine was pure, p:rfett, ſure, right, enlight= 
ning the eyes, converting the foul, making wife the ſimple, and 
rejoycing the heart, | 

Your Teacher was, though not a perfect man, a perfett Miniſter, 
thorowly accompliſh'd by the Spirit and the Word of Truth, the 
Oldand New Teſtament (I never inall my life knew any that ha1 
attained near unto that skill he he had in both their Originals, ex- 
cept Mr. Thomas Cawton) unto all thoſe four good works of the Mi- 
niſtry, 2 Tim, 3. 16, 

1. Doctrine, i.e. clearly to Expound, 1. the Promiſe, the Co- The Credend, 
venant of Grace, the Goſpel, 2. The Law, and {ov to Preach over & Agenda. 
the Apoſtles whole Syſtem of Divinity, Faith and Love, which is in 2 Tim. 1. 13, 
Chriſt. In this which is the only true Divinity, he was a moſt judi- 
cious, ſolid and found Divine. As for, 

2, Reproof ;, he was an able and an Orthodox Dwvine, a Profeſſor 
in Divinity, able to convince ofcevery fin, to refute every error, 
to demonſtrate the mp@Tey 4ivf>, of each Antichriſtian, or other 
falſe opinion. 

3- Forcorrettion and reſtauration of any that through infirmity 
or temptation had fallen into fin to the wounding ot his Conſci- 
ence, he was an excellent Caſ/uſ#, a moſt experimental Preacher, 
a moſt diſcreet and experienced Divine, 

4. For inſtruttion in righteouſneſs ; he knew the way to Heaven, 
and how to conduR and take his Hearers along with him. He was a 
molt Powerful and Prattical Preacher. He was fo, but now he 5s 
not. 

He is not ſo to you. —— All that I ſpeak, I ſee doth but renew 
your grief : but moderate your ſorrows; Yea, ſorrow not. Read 
what Dr. Bates in his Funeral-Sermon on Dr. Manton cites out of 
Chryſoſtom, pag. 47. yea, read the Text, 1 The/. 3. fromv. 1 ;. to 
the end. Mr, Charnock, his ſoul is gone, his body will be raiſed to be 
for ever with the Lord. 

You'l ſay you weep for your ſelves: truly, well you may; yet 
think not becauſe he hath left you, that you are left of God. 1 
own it, your loſs is fo great that it cannot be repaired but by God 
himſelf, Continue in Prayers, that God would pleale to raile you 
up a Paſtor, by whoſe Miniſtry you may be called more and more 
effefually to the obtaining of the Glory of our Lord Feſus Chri#t. 

Were | to ſpeak to Mr. Charnock's people, I ſhould beg of them 


to be moſt circumſpeR and prudent in calling one to eſtabliſh you 5: 
F: 
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if they could meet with, to chuſe ſuch a one as he was, a powerful 
Preacher, a good Calviſt, a judicious Divine, a Door, yea, Pro- 
feſſor in Divinity. I know not what more to adviſe ; pray I will, 
ſince :*Chariot of fire hath parted Mr. Charnock, and you, that a 
double portion of his Spirit may be, and reſt on him whom. the 
Lord ſhall chuſe, and dire& you to pitch upon, to ſucceed him, 
that whilſt you are crying, my Father ! my Father ! the Chariots of 
Iſrael, and the Horſemen thereof ! the enemy may not purſue your 
Souls, break in upon, rout, ſcatter and divide, and ſo raine you 
and your Congregation. Amen  eAmen ! 


